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h ^olomom 



" And she bare a son, and he called his name 
Solomon: and the Lokd loyed him. And he sent bt 

THE HAND OF NaTHAN THE PROPHET; AND HE CALLED HIS 

NAME Jedidiah, BECAUSE OF THE Lobd" — 2 Samuel, zii, 24, 25. 

jyf ANT circumstances combine to invest the cha- 
racter and reign of Solomon with peculiar interest. 
As the son and successor of David ; as beloved of 
the Lord even from his mother's womb; as the 
wisest of men ; as the inspired penman of three books 
of the sacred canon ; as the builder of the first tem- 
ple on Mount Zion ; as the monarch under whom 
the Jewish kingdom attained its highest pitch of 
greatness ; as a signal example of the corruption and 
treachery of the human heart, even in the saints and 
servants of the Most High, he stands forth in pecu- 
liar prominence in the historical records of the Old 
Testament. 

The birth of Solomon is recorded in the words of 

HULOMON. * ^ 
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my text : Bathsheba " bare a son, and he called his 
name Solomon." In a previous chapter of this 
book (vii, 12-15) we find a very remarkable promise 
having reference to him, which was given by God 
to David, before his sin in the matter of Uriah ; a 
promise obviously demanding, as do many prophecies, 
a double interpretation, inasmuch as some things 
in it are applicable to Solomon only, while yet St. 
Paul, in the opening chapter of his epistle to the 
Hebrews (verse 5) adduces one portion of it as an 
evidence of the G-odhead of our Divine Kedeemer— 
" And when thy days be fulfilled, and thou shalt 
sleep with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed after 
thee, which shall proceed out of thy bowels, and I 
will establish his kingdom. He shall build an house 
for my name, and I will stablish the throne of his 
kingdom for ever. I will be his father" — the words 
cited by St. Paul in the place referred to — " and he 
shall be my son. If he commit iniquity" — words in 
no wise applicable to Christ, though by some expos- 
itors they are referred to Christ's spiritual seed or 
people — " I will chasten him with the rod of men, 
and with the stripes of the children of men : But 
my mercy shall not depart away from him, as I took 
it from Saul, whom I put away from before thee. 
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And thine house and thy kingdom shall he estah- 
lished for ever before thee: thy throne shall be 
established for ever.'* 

As our present subject does not demand of us 
that we should enter fully into the consideration of 
all the prophetic promises of this passage, we 
observe only in passing that, although the succes- 
sion to the throne of Judah remained, in the family 
of David to the time of the carrying away in Baby- 
lon, yet, inasmuch as his earthly kingdom has long 
since passed away, the establishment here spoken of 
must point ultimately to the eternal throne and 
kingdom of the spiritual David — Messiah.* But the 
passage is now cited simply as a promise of the birth 
of that son of the literal David upon whose history 
we are entering. In him it had its primary fulfil- 
ment ; for he, as David's seed, was set up after him ; 
he established the kingdom; he built a house to 
Jehovah's name; to him, as beloved of the Lord, 
was the Lord a father ; he committed iniquity, in 
the multiplication of wives and horses and chariots 
and in abominable idolatries ; he was chastened, as 



* Upon the throne of David Messiah is now sitting— ^cto ii, 29, 36 
See the argument for this unanswerably carried out, in opposition to the 
pre-millenialist theory, in the Rev. D. Brown's masterly work on Christ' a 
Second Coming, 2nd edit., p. 188, &c. 
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a father chasteneth his children, not for destruction, 
but correction, when God, as is recorded (1 Kings, 
xii), stirred up Hadad, Eezon, and Jeroboam, to be 
adversaries unto him. Yet, while the ten tribes 
were rent from his son and successor, Behoboam, 
Q-od's covenant mercy did not depart from him, as 
fr^m Saul. 

In fulfilment of this promise Solomon was bom. 
The Q-od who, in His choice of Isaac rather than 
Ishmael, of Jacob rather than Esau, exercised His 
right of sovereign election, chose Solomon rather 
than any other of the sons of David as the successor 
to his father's throne : the channel through which 
His sure mercies to David should be accomplished. 

And the circumstances of Solomon's birth are not 
without their lesson, as affording, when regarded in 
connection with Grod's other dealings with David 
in the matter of Uriah and Bathsheba, a striking 
instance of mingled " mercy and judgment." Had 
Grod thought lightly of David's sin, because at other 
times he had shewn himself a man after God's own 
heart ? Look not only at the subsequent troubles 
which befel him in his own family — behold not only 
Tamar brought to shame, her shame avenged by 
Amnon's death — behold not only the aged monarch 
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" by the ascent of Mount Olivet,'* fleeing before 
his rebellious son, weeping, with covered head, bare- 
foot — ^listen not only to his bitter cry, " O my son 
Absalom, my son, my son Absalom ! *' — mark but the 
previous context of our text. The sentence had 
been delivered by Nathan : " Because by this deed 
thou hast given great occasion to the enemies of the 
Lord to blaspheme, the child that is bom unto thee 
shall surely die." ..." And the Lord struck 
the child that Uriah's wife bare unto David, and it 
was very sick." And though he who had so often 
proved the power of prayer besought God by fast- 
ings and supplications, the chastisement was not 
averted, but the child died. 

Thus did the holy God, by affictions multiplied, 
sore, and long continued, manifest His abhorrence 
of David's hateful crimes. But when the offending 
monarch has been brought to the very dust before 
Him — ^with a heart how contrite, with a hatred of his 
uncleanness and blood guiltiness how self-abasing, 
with cries for mercy how earnest, let the 51st Psalm 
bear witness — then does his gracious, sin-pardoning, 
God delight to manifest His superabounding mercy. 
And this, not only by the assurance given by 
Nathan's lips — " The Lord hath put away thy sin" — 
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but in the gift of a second child bjr Bathsheba, that 
child a special object of divine favour, " beloved of 
the Lord;* 

We direct your attention to this point, because 
the dealings of the Most High and Holy One with 
offending David, chastising yet pardoning, smiting 
one child yet giving him a second — and that second 
" Solomon" or " Pbaoeablb," " Jedidiah" or 
" Beloved or the Loed" — afford a signal instance 
of that which is attested by so many records of His 
Word, and of which the crowning manifestation is 
to be found in the Cross of Christ, and the provision 
for the sinner's forgiveness as based upon it — the 
combined, consistent, and harmonious, exhibition of 
the holiness and the love of Q-od. 

Seems it strange that Bathsheba, the partner of 
David's sin, was chosen to be the mother of that 
son of David, who was to be the special object of 
divine favour ? Is Qod's holiness hereby impeached 
or tarnished ? Let the whole story of David's fall 
be read and pondered — David's penitence, as 
breathed forth in the well known psalm referred to ; 
David's chastisement, not in this chapter only, but 
in the after pages of his troublous age ; and, so far 
from Grod's purity being compromised or tarnished, 
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we conceive it to have been not maintained only, 
but conspicuously displayed. 

But no less the riches of divine love. For as the 
earthly father, who in parental love and wisdom has 
chastised an erring child, will hasten, when that 
child has returned to him in humble penitence, to 
shew him by some token of love that he is fuUy 
restored to favour — as the father in the parable called 
not for a robe, but for " the best robe" — ^so does the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ with his 
spiritual sons and daughters. We believe that 
many of them — ^that some here present — as they 
review His dealings with them in connection fwith 
the sins and backslidings of former days, will find 
parallels to His dealings with David. Bathsheba was 
the occasion of his fall, yet was Bathsheba the mother 
of his Jedidiah. His first child smitten, though he 
fasts and weeps and prays ; a second given and that 
second designated as a chosen object of divine favour 
even from his mother's womb. And cannot some 
here look back and connect the sins of bygone years 
with to-day's trials ? And — let me not be mistaken 
as I add — with to-day's mercies ? I mean not that 
Q-od has rewarded our sins, but that when we might 
have looked for nought but trouble and perplexity as 
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the result of our evil doings, Hq has graciously 
attempered judgment with mercy. The chastise- 
ment has come, and come with sore smart and of 
long continuance. The fruit has been bitter. In a 
measure, its temporal consequences may go with us 
to our dying day. But so wonderfully and so piti- 
fully has our Q-od in His loving kindness overruled 
our sins that out of our evil He has brought His 
own good. 

As the margin of our text gives us the signifi- 
cancy of the one name, Jedidiah, so by a reference 
to 1 Chronicles, xxii, 9, his designation by the name 
of Solomon is accounted for : " Behold, a son shall 
be bom to thee, who shall be a man of rest ; and I 
will give him rest from all his enemies round about : 
for his name shall be Solomon" (i. e. Peaceable), 
" and I will give peace and quietness unto Israel in 
his days." How truly this promise was fulfilled, 
and his name Solomon verified, will be seen on a 
subsequent occasion, but may now be shewn by 
reference to 1 Kings iv, 24, 25 : '* He had peace on 
all sides round about him. And Judah and Israel 
dwelt safely, every man under his vine and under 
his fig tree, from Dan even to Beersheba, all the days 
of Solomon.'* 
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And in both these names must he be regarded as 
the spiritual seed of David, who is yet more emphati- 
cally Jedidiah, the well beloved Son in whom the 
Father is well pleased ; and yet more emphatically, 
Solomon, " the Prince of Peace,*' the Mediator of 
peace between earth and heaven. Do we regard His 
person and work and offices? Let it inspire us 
with full confidence in the salvation which He has 
wrought out for us, that He who is the sinner's 
Saviour is the well beloved of the Lord — that it is 
" in the beloved " that we have acceptance. His 
death for us was '^ an offering and a sacrifice to G-od 
for a sweet smelling savour," for it was the death 
of Good's Beloved. His name, as the name of Q-od's 
Beloved, is an ever welcome plea in the sinner's lips. 
His intercession is all-prevailing, as the voice in 
which the Father's ear delighteth. 

So too is He " peaceable" in His message, peace- 
able in His work : securing peace to His believing 
people not only by the justifying blood of His 
cross, but by the indwelling power of His Spirit, 
as the Sanctifier and the Comforter. He proclaims 
peace to the sinner, for His word is — "Be ye 
reconciled to Gk)d." He brings peace to His justi- 
fied people — "We have peace with God through our 
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Lord Jesus Christ" — His kingdom of righteousness 
in their hearts, established and maintained by the 
mighty agency of His Spirit, is "joy and peace in 
the Holy Ghost." Amid the manifold tribulations 
of a sorrowing world, "In me," saith He, "ye shall 
have peace." 

But it is not in its typical reference only that the 
name Jedidiah, whereby Solomon was distinguished, 
has an instructive lesson for us. " And the Lord 
loved ImfC* — simple, but momentous, words ! "JBc- 
laoed of the Lord*^ — brief, but blessed, designation ! 
Who among us would not be thus designated ? 
Who among us but would desire, were our history 
recorded or our epitaph traced by the unerring 
Spirit, that this might be the sum — ^yea, what more 
could we desire — " And the Lord loved him /*" It is 
true of many here — ^that the Lord loves them, not 
simply with the love ofpittf, as He loved the world 
when'^he gave his only begotten Son a propitiation 
for their sins, but with the love of complacency, as 
. accepted and sanctified in His dear Son, as being 
gradually assimilated to Christ's image. They are 
wondrous words in which Christ sets forth the 
Father's love to His people in their union with 
Him — " Thou haut loved them as thou hast loved m«." 
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There are those here to whom the blessed title 
belongs as truly as to Solomon or to the saints in 
^ome whom Paul thus addresses — " Beloved of 
God." Yes, ye that love Christ and God in Christ, 
through Christ does God love you. Ye humble, 
tempted, trembling souls — now burdened by sin's 
convictions, now in heaviness through manifold 
temptations, now sore besetted by your cruel foes — 
in Christ can God love the guiltiest and save the 
most unworthy ; in Christ does He love you, though 
often He tries you sorely, though awhile the tempter 
harasses. He has loved you — He loves you now — 
with an everlasting love — covenant love — love 
unfailing, unchangeable, infinite. In love He chose; 
in love He called and drew ; in love He justified, 
accepted, adopted; in love He sanctifies, illumin- 
ates, upholds ; in love He tries and chastises ; in 
love will He perfect and glorify. 

But while Solomon was thus from earliest infancy 
a special object of the divine favour, and Gk)d, in his 
sovereign mercy, vouchsafed to honour him, by estab- 
lishing His covenant with him even before his birth, 
that covenant had its requirements no less than its 
promised privileges and blessings. Thus is he 
charged by his father David (1 Chron. xxii, 12, 13), 
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" Only the Lord give thee wisdom and understand- 
ing, and give thee charge concerning Israel, that 
thou mayest keep the law of the Lord thy God. 
Then shalt thou prosper, if thou takest heed to ful- 
fil the statutes and judgments which the Lord 
charged Moses with concerning Israel." And, 
xxviii, 9, " And thou, Solomon my son, know thou 
the God of thy father, and serve him with a perfect 
heart and with a willing mind : for the Lord search- 
eth all hearts and understandeth all the imagina- 
tions of the thoughts ; if thou seek him, he will be 
found of thee ; but if thou forsake him, he will cast 
thee off for- ever." And thus the words of Grod 
Himself, in his dream, in Q-ibeon (1 Kings, iii, 14), 
" And if thou wilt walk in my ways, to keep my 
statutes and my commandments, as thy father 
David did walk, then I will lengthen thy days." 

Such, brethren, we would have you mark, is the 
language of David his father, and of Q-od Himself, 
to one who was designated from his birth, " Jedi- 
diah. Beloved of the Lord." The love of God was 
sovereign, unmerited, and free; sovereign, unme- 
rited and free, His covenant. But this love was 
not to be abused : this covenant brought its duties, 
no less than its privileges. God had at first loved 
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him ; he therefore must love God. And God loved 
must be sought and obeyed with a perfect heart 
and a willing mind. And because, as the sequel of 
his history will prove, he did not thus seek and 
serve Him, therefore did the Lord raise up adver- 
saries to trouble him ; and although, for the sake of 
David his father, the kingdom of Judah was pre- 
served to his posterity, yet were ten tribes rent away 
from Eehoboam his son. 

The warning is needed by God's saints in every 
age. Are they "beloved of God?" So does St. 
Paul address the Eoman Christians; yet not as 
writing to them of doctrine or of privilege only ; let 
the closing chapters of his epistle, specially the 12th, 
bear witness. The seal of the sure " foundation of 
the Lord " bears a twofold impress—" The Lord 
knoweth them that are his :" but also — " Let every 
one that nameth the name of Christ depart from 
iniquity." " He hath chosen us in him" — ^writes 
St. Paul to the Ephesians — " but he hath chosen us 
that we shottld he holy and without blame before 
him in love." 

Vainly then, and to our soul's destruction, do we 
rest on the thought of God's love to lis, unless the 
sense of that love hath been so brought home in 
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power as to produce within us the response of lore 
toward Him. We are wresting the doctrine of his 
electing grace to our soul's ruin, unless the eyidenoe 
of our election be given in our departure from ini- 
quity, our separation from an evil world, the eha^ 
racter and conduct which become the children of 
His heavenly family. The " spirit of adoption is the 
spirit of sanctification also. He inclines not only 
to cry "Abba, Father!" but to the seeking and 
the doing of His will, to the steadfast cleaving unto 
Him in heart and life. Without this concurrent 
evidence, we unhesitatingly pronounce all fancied 
witnessings of the Spirit, aU fancied realizations of 
God's love, all fancied notions of our election, to be 
unscriptural and vain. 

Thus does Q-od teach us throughout His Word ; 
thus thought David. For he trained the child who was 
thus marked out as his successor and designated as 
beloved of Q-od " in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord." Even as our Church, in her baptismal 
service, having assured the parents and sponsors 
of the good-will of our Heavenly Father and our 
Divine Eedeemer towards the infant, and admitted 
that infiant into the flock of Christ's Church, 
delivers him up again to be trained in God's faith 
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and fear ; to be instructed in the solemn vow, pro- 
mise, and profession, which have here been made 
in his behalf; that so he may not forfeit his bap- 
tismal privileges, but " lead the rest of his life 
according to this beginning." G-od will do His 
part ; will assuredly keep and perform His pro- 
mise — let man do his; not the baptized infant 
alone in after years, but parents and sponsors in 
his infancy, receiving back their little one, the 
lamb of Christ's flock, the newly enlisted soldier of 
the Cross, to be nursed for Christ, to be trained 
for heaven. 

We have already referred to passages which shew 
us that the youthful Solomon was early trained in 
the faith and fear of Q-od by his fond fathier David ; 
early taught that covenant privileges and promises 
must excite him to love, to seek, to cleave stedfastly 
unto, the Lord his G-od. How touching is that 
charge — " And thou, Solomon my son, know thou 
the God of thy father 1" And how touching Solo- 
mon's grateful reminiscence in after years of his 
father's godly lessons and admonitions — (Prov. iv, 
3, &c.) — " I was my father's son, tender and only 
beloved in the sight of my mother. JSe taught me 
also, and said unto me. Let thine heart retain my 



16 LENT LECTUEES. 

« 

words : keep my commandments and live. G^t 
wisdom, get understanding.'* And if, as some com- 
mentators suppose by the " King Lemuel" of Prov. 
xxxi, 1, Solomon is intended, we have evidence that 
he learned the same lessons from a mother's lips 
also : " The words of King Lemuel, the prophecy 
that his mother taught him.^* 

What lessons for parents and for children have 
we here ! For fathers, holy David with his Jedi- 
diah — ^for mothers, the mother of King Lemuel. 
The affairs of a kingdom, the preparation for the 
building of the Lord's house, and, even after Solo- 
mon's birth, many and sore troubles, pressed with 
all their engrossing burden upon David. Often 
too, at morning, at evening, and at noonday, was 
he in his closet, communing with his G-od, compos- 
ing, under the motions of the divine grace, the 
sweet songs of Zion. But, while the king found 
time for his kingdom, the saint for communion with 
his God, the^^A^ found time for his child. There 
were hours when the monarch, old and grey-headed, 
called Solomon to his knees, and poured forth, with 
all the authority of a father's love, the instructions — 
" Get wisdom, get understanding" — " Thou, Solo- 
mon my son, know thou the God of thy father." 
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There is here many a tender father, many a fond 
mother. And if I ask you, Is not this your diief 
desire for.^your children, that they may be as the 
Lord's Jedidiahs, beloved of God ? — are there not 
many who at once reply — Yes, God grant but 
this, and all else is in comparison as nothing. It 
matters little whether there be many days or few in 
store for them upon earth, whether they make to 
themselves a name or die unknown, whether poverty 
or riches be given them — if only they be beloved of 
the Lord, His children in Christ Jesus, and find a 
place in His eternal kingdom! Are these your 
desires, oh! ye fond mothers, ye tender fathers? 
Behold the youthful Solomon, as he listens to the 
instruction of a father, the prophecy which his 
mother teaches ! Are ye thus teaching your chil- 
dren ? Te took them to the baptismal font. Was 
it to you an unmeaning, an unvalued, service ? 
Was it as to a mere form ? Have ye considered 
that your babe was given back to you, in Christ's 
name, to be nursed for Christ ? Or has the solemn 
transaction of that day been followed up by no 
lessons, no efforts, no prayers ? How shall ye 
give account of a parent's solemn trust, if ye 
have trained your children as fitting them for the 

SOLOMOK. ^ 
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professions of this world only ; lavishing your utmost 
means upon earth's languages and sciences and 
accomplishments, but neglecting the knowledge of 
all knowledge, the excellent knowledge of Christ 
Jesus, the wisdom of all wisdom — to fear the Lord 
and to flee from evil. Alas ! how many a parent's 
heart is wrapped up in the advancement and the 
success of his child, from his first boyish prize at 
school to his academic distinction in after years and 
his ultimate success in life ! How many a mother's 
heart glows with a mother's pride, as her daughter 
shines in society, plays or sings bnlliantly, dances 
gracefully, who yet makes no effort, puts up no 
prayers, has no anxiety, for the spiritual welfare of 
her child ! Oh ! if ye would have your children 
God's children, give them a place in your time and 
in your prayers — deny yourselves social enjoyments 
that ye may be with them, and remember that next 
to the salvation of your own souls, you have not 
lived in vain, if ye have trained a family, yea, a 
child, for God. 

But we have a lesson for children too. We have 
seen how gratefully, when Solomon himself became 
a father, he looked back and delighted to teach 
others the very words of his father's instruction ; 
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how Lemuel forgat not the prophecy that his 
mother taught him. I speak surelj to some— and 
I shrink not from recalling the reminiscence, for the 
tear which starts forth is the tear of a wholesome 
emotion — to some who can, with Solomon, look back 
to the instructions of a father, the prophecy which 
a mother taught. If there be one here whose 
childhood and whose youth were blessed with such 
a privilege, but whom death hath now long bereaved 
of the fond monitor, and who has wandered far, 
and is at this moment far, from that heavenward 
road into which a father and a mother guided his 
earliest steps — who has well nigh forgotten the 
heavenly lessons of those Hps which have long been 
closed in death — ^in his ears and hearts would we 
revive the memory of the past; we would carry 
him back in thought to their childhood's home — 
that he might stand again as a child at his 
mother's knee — that the very tones might sound in 
all their freshness in his ears, tones of a father's 
instruction and a mother's prophecy. We would 
do this, that he may bethink him how those 
instructions have been set at nought, that prophecy 
disregarded; and that thus, with awakened con- 
science and humbled heart, he may return to his 

KOLOMON. • C^ 
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father's and his mother's God; lest there stand 
forth a FABENT among the witnesses against him 
in the great day; lest amid all the anguish of 
his intolerable eternity, there stand foremost 
amid the recollections of a day of grace despised, 
the prayers, the lessons, and the example, of a 
Chbistiait home! 



ih ^olomom 



" And God said to Solomon, Bboausb this was in thinb 
heabt, and thou hast not asked biohes, wealth, ob 
honovb, nob the life of thine enemies, nbitheb tet 
hast asked long life ; but hast asked wisdom and know- 
ledge fob thyself, that thou matest judge mt people, 
oyeb whom i hate made thee king: wisdom and know- 
ledge is gbanted unto thee; and i will give theb 
biches, and wealth, and honoub, such as none of the 
kings have had that have been befobe theb, nbitheb 

SHALL THEBE ANT AFTEB THBB HAYB THB LIKE" — 2 Chron- 
icles i, 11, 12. 

T\/'E resume our consideration of the history of 
Solomon with his accession to the throne of David 
his father. This event took place when he was about 
twenty years of age. And thus, in comparison 
with the duties devolving on him in the government 
of " a people like the dust of the earth in multitude,*' 
he was, to use his own affecting phrase, " but a little 
child." For the detailed account of his designation 
by G-od to be his father's successor and of his secure 
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establishment in his kingdom, I must refer you to 
the sacred narratives themselves, as recorded in the 
first and second chapters of 1 Kings, and in the last 
two chapters of 1 Chronicles, together with the 
chapter whence my text is taken. " Of all my sons," 
declares David (1 Chronicles xrviii, 5), the Lord 
" hath chosen Solomon my son to sit upon the 
throne of the kingdom of the Lord over Israel." 
The rebellion of Absalom, the son of David by 
Maaehah, recorded 2 Samuel xv, and following chap- 
ters ; and the attempt of Adonijah, the son of David 
by Haggith, recorded 1 Kings, i, had threatened appa- 
rently to defeat the divine purposes. The latter — 
the attempt of Adonijah, in David's latest days — 
alarmed Nathan the prophet and Bathsheba, Solo- 
mon's mother ; for Joab, captain of the host, and 
Abiathar, the high priest, were confederate with 
him. They urged therefore upon the aged monarch 
the necessity of publicly designating Solomon as his 
heir without delay. Accordingly we read (1 Kings, 
i, 38, 39) that, in obedience to the command of 
David, he ^^as proclaimed king ; and yet more so- 
lemnly (1 Chronicles, xviii) presented by his fiEither 
aa his successor to the assembled princes and cap- 
tains, the officers and mighty men, in Jerusalem. 
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Thus when David " died in a good old age, full of 
day^s, riches, and honour," Q-od*s purpose was accom- 
pHshed and His promise fulfilled .in Solomon's 
secure estabHsliaent in his kingdom. In the open- 
ing words of the book before us : " Solomon the son 
of David was strengthened in his kingdom, and the 
Lord his Q-od was with him, and magnified him 
exceedingly.'* 

In vain then did Absalom conspire ; vain were the 
attempts of Adonijah. The throne was Solomon's 
heritage. Man could not thwart the sure pmrpose 
of the Most High. Thus was it yet more strikingly 
with Joseph, that not only in spite of, but h^ the 
very means of, those events which might have been 
deemed fatal to the accomplishment of -Q-od's pur- 
poses toward him, as revealed to him in his dreams — 
by means of that very malice of his brethren which 
sold him as a bondslave, by means of the very 
calumny which consigned him to a dungeon — he rose 
to be second only to Pharaoh in Egypt ; and his 
kindred, in fulfilment of his dream, did obeisance 
before him. 

Do those among us who, like Solomon, are 
" beloved of Q-od," remember that they too are 
heirs of a crown, a throne, and a kingdom ? — that 
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crown far brighter, that throne far more glorious, 
that kingdom far more abiding, than was his. Do 
they remember that this crown is " laid up^' for 
them — this kingdom ^^ prepared for^' them — ^this 
throne secured to them — by the sure covenant of 
their God — His covenant in Christ Jesus? Let 
them remember too that, though there lie between 
them and the full confirmation of their glorious des- 
tiny many a diJficulty, many a danger, many a con- 
flict, the strong arm and the unchanging love of the 
Lord their Q-od shall be with them to perfect that 
which concemeth them. It is their " Father's good 
pleasure to give" them their purchased and cove- 
nanted heritage, even their prepared "kingdom." 
He hath said it, and He will do it ; He hath spoken 
— He wiU make it good. The powers of hell are 
arrayed against their. ; and no weaker strength than 
grace omnipotent, no love short of love infinite and 
unchangeable, could suffice to carry them through 
their dangers, to beat down their foes, to bring them 
safely to glory. But inasmuch as grace omnipotent, 
love infinite and unchangeable, are engaged in their 
behalf, the feeblest child among the heirs of the 
kingdom shall be kept, brought through^ brought 
home. Every foe shall be beaten down, every 
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hindrance surmounted, every danger overcome. As 
surely as Solomon, the beloved of the Lord, was 
established in the kingdom appointed for him in the 
divine purposes, though Absalom conspired, and 
Adonijah exalted. himself, so surely shall each hea- 
venly throne be filled by its royal priest ; so surely 
shall no bright crown of righteousness be unworn 
by him for whom it has been laid ; so surely shall 
not one heir of glory be found absent, when to the 
blessed children of the Father there shall be " minis- 
tered" " an abundant entrance*' into their prepared 
" kingdom." • 

The second chapter of 1 Kings (v. 13 to end) 
supplies us with a record of the early acts of 
Solomon, upon his accession to the throne — the 
thrusting of Abiathar from the priesthood and the 
putting to death of Adonijah, Joab, and Shimei. 
These acts have been variously regarded by exposi- 
tors ; by some as unnecessarily severe, by others as 
acts of righteous retribution and as imperatively 
demanded by the interests of his kingdom. Abiathar 
had been a partisan of Adonijah in his attempt upon 
the kingdom, and so, worthy of death; yet, said 
Solomon (v. 26), " I will not at this time put thee 
to death, because thou barest the ark of the Lord 
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God before DaTid my father, and because thou bast 
been afflicted in all wherein my father was afflicted." 
Adonijah, while professedly he acknowledged that it 
was by divine appointment that the kingdom had 
passed from him to Solomon, his younger brother, 
was yet deemed by Solomon, as we gather from the 
twenty-second verse, to have ulterior designs in 
requesting, through the intercession of Bathsheba, 
that Abishag the Shunammite might be given him to 
wife. Concerning Joab and Shimei, Solomon had 
received cautions and a charge from David in his last 
moments. Not only had Joab, like Abiathar, been 
confederate with Adonijah, but, in the days of David, 
had cruelly " shed the blood of war in peace," in 
slaying Abner and Amasa, two captains of the host 
in Israel. His death, therefore, was regarded -by 
King Solomon (v. 31-3) as an act of righteous retri- 
bution for his own shedding of their innocent blood ; 
and thus did he desire to take away the gmlt of that 
blood from himself and from the house of David his 
father. Shimei, as we gather from verse 36 to end, 
was not at first doomed to death, but subjected only 
to restrictions rendered necessary by his former 
gross disloyalty to David. He violated the compact 
made with him, and, by disobedience to the king's 
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commandment, forfeited his life and deserved his 
fate. 

We have no desire, brethren beloved, to extenuate 
or to gloss over the sins and shortcomiags of the 
saints and servants of the Most High, as thej are 
recorded for our warning in the faithful narratives 
of inspiration. We would call the fraud of Jacob, 
the faithlessness* and deceit of Abraham, the murder 
and adultery of David, the fleshly confidence of Asa, 
the pride of Hezekiah, the idolatry of Solomon, by 
their plain, unvarnished, names. And the after 
history of Solomon will a£fbrd but too painfiil an 
opportunity for thus fidthfully holding forth for 
your wamiag the sinful declensions of one who is 
yet presented to us (1 Kings, iii, 31) as one who 
" loved the Lord, walking in the statutes of David 
his father.'* But in respect of those acts at which 
we have now been glancing, I confess that, when all 
the circumstances of each case are considered, I can 
see nothing which would justify us in regarding 
them as blots in the cnaracter of Solomon, or as 
evidences of a vindictive and sanguinary disposition. 
The degrading of Abiathar, and the execution of 
Adonijah, of Joab, and of Shimei, were acts not only 
of righteous retribution and public justice (for if 
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regarded in this view only, they might be deemed to 

« 

have presented occasions for the exercise of royal 

• 

clemency), but acts necessary for the establishment 

of the king's throne, and so, for the public weaL 

But pursuing Solomon's history in the opening of 

1 Kings, iii, we find him forming an affinity which 

can hardly be thus favourably construed : " And 

Solomon made affinity with Pharaoh king of Egypt, 

and took Pharaoh's daughter, and brought her into 

the city of David" This was not his first 

marriage ; for Behoboam, who, by a comparison of 

dates, will be found to have been bom before the 

death of David, was the son of Solomon by Naamah, 

an Ammonitess. His subsequent multiplication of 

wives and the abominable idolatries into which it 

led him will form the subject of a future lecture. 

But with reference to Naamah the Ammonitess and 

to Pharaoh's daughter, it has been urged by some 

that they were probably proselytes to the Jewish 

faith, and that there existed some special reasons 

• 
for these alliances of which we are not informed. 

And in support of this opinion, in so far as it 

respects the daughter of Pharaoh, much stress is 

laid on the fact that when, in an after chapter 

(1 Kings, xi), the idolatries into which his wives had 
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led him are enumerated, we find no mention of the 
idols of Egypt, No evil consequences therefore, it 
has been urged, resulted from this alliance. But, 
inasmuch as the^ame cannot be urged in defence of 
his marriage of the Ammonitish mother of Eeho- 
boam, and in the very chapter now referred to the 
daughter of Pharaoh is named in immediate connec- 
tion with the " many strange women*' whom he loved, 
I cannot doubt that in both alliances he sinned; 
that both must be regarded as the first steps 
towards that multiplication of " outlandish women" 
which proved in after years so dangerous a snare to 
his own soul and so mournful an example to his 
people. Nor do I find any extenuation of his 
conduct in the hypothesis which has been advanced 
that this connection was one of political interest 
only, arising from his desire to be allied with the 
royal family of Egypt. Nothing surely but a 
divine command, of which there is no evidence 
whatever, could justify the king of God's chosen 
people in choosing for his wife an Ammonitess or 
the daughter of Pharaoh king of Egypt.* 

On this point however I shaU not enlarge in our 
present lecture. "We proceed with the history. 

• See Home on the Scriptures, vol. Iv, p. 138. 
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which is inconsistent with it. Sinful habits, worldly 
conformity, glaring inconsistency, in one or more 
features of the character and conduct. Sin not 
ruling, yet too often prevailing ; the world not our 
only, not our chief, portion, but too often ensnaring ; 
Satan not the master whom we serve, but too often 
our successful tempter. 

We proceed to that remarkable incident in the 
history of the youthful monarch with which our 
text stands connected. In the parallel place in 
1 Kings, iii, 5, &c., we read — * In Gibeon the Lord 
appeared to Solomon iq a dream by night: and 
God said. Ask what I shall give thee. And Solomon 
said. Thou hast shewed unto thy servant David my 
father great mercy, according as he walked before 
thee in truth, and iq righteousness, and in upright- 
ness of heart with thee; and thou hast kept 
for him this great kindness, that thou hast given 
him a son to sit on his throne, as it is this day. 
And now, O Lord my God, thou hast made thy 
servant king instead of David my father : and I am 
but a little child : I know not how to go out or 
come in. And thy servant is in the midst of thy 
people which thou hast chosen, a great people, that 
cannot be numbered nor counted for multitude. 
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Oivo thierefore thy seryant an understanding heart 
U) judgo thy people, that I may discern between 
gfKjd and bad : for who is able to judge this thy so 
great a people ? And the speech pleased the Lord, 
t}iat tSolomon had asked this thing." Then follow, 
in (Jhronieles, the words of our text, or in Kings: 
" And God said unto him, Because thou hast asked 
this tiling, and hast not asked for thyself long life; 
TKM'ther hast asked riches for thyself, nor hast asked 
the life of thine enemies ; but hast asked for thyself 
iindefHtanding to discern judgment : Behold I have 
(l()n(^ ac^cording to thy words : lo, I have given thee 
a wiHe and an understanding heart ; so that there 
was mmd like thee before thee, neither after thee 
Hliall any arise like unto thee. And I have also 
given thoo tliat wliicli thou hast not asked, both 
ri(^hofl and honour : so that there shall not be any 
among tho kings like unto thee all thy days." 

How truly (u)d fulfilled the latter portion of this 
pn)mi80 wid bestowed upon liim abundant " riches 
and honour** will come before us in a subsequent 
lootun\ when wo shall consider " Solomon in all his 
glory.*' But for the bestowal on him of the wisdom 
which ho thus sought, in preference to every earthly 
blessing, wo road ^^1 Kings, iv. 29. Ac.) — " And Qod 
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gave Solomon wisdom and understanding exceeding 
much, and largeness of heart, even as the sand that 
is on the sea shore. And Solomon's wisdom 
excelled the wisdom of all the children of the east 
country, and all the wisdom of Egypt. For he was 
wiser than all men ; than Ethan the Ezrahite, and 
Heman, and Chalcol, and Darda, the sons of Mahol : 
and his fame was in all nations round about. And 
he spake three thousand proverbs : and his songs 
were a thousand and five. And he spake of trees, 
from the cedar tree that is in Lebanon even unto 
the hyssop that springeth out of the wall : he spake 
also of beasts, and of fowl, and of creeping things, 
and of fishes. And there came of all people to hear 
the wisdom of Solomon, from all kings of the earth, 
which had heard of his wisdom." His celebrated 
judgment in the case of the two harlots was an 
instance of his discernment as applied to his judicial 
functions. But the passage now cited, and the books 
of Proverbs and Ecclesiastes evince it to have been 
of the most extensive kind, sci^tific, political, and 
moral ; so that the wisdom of Solomon has passed 
into a proverb. 

This wisdom, in its fulness, was bestowed upon 
the occasion with which our text stands connected. 

BOLOMON. "^ 
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Yet. as it is dow with His true people, that the 
Lord first prepareth their heart and .then TTi* ear 
hearkeneth thereto — first teaching them how to 
pray and what to ask and then hearing^ and an0we^ 
ing their prayers — so douhtless with Solomon, ike 
vmdom to ask wisdom was itself the gift of divine 
teaching. Of the Lord was the humility, the Benae 
of selTs weakness and insufficiency, which caused 
him to feel himself " but a little child." Far diffe^ 
ent is the natural self-confidence and independence 
of the youthful heart. The solemn responsibilitiefl of 
his charge, as the king of so great a people, toge- 
ther with the deep sense of his own incompetency, 
inclined his heaven-taught mind to the petition — 
" Give me now wisdom and knowledge" — when his 
gracious Gk)d, in the language of so wide an invita- 
tion, opened up to him the treasury of divine 
bounty : " Ask what I shall give thee." 

And ye, my beloved, though ye be not called 
to govern kingdoms, have before you, each and all, 
a work whose importance is incalculable as the 
worth of your immortal soul, infinite as the endless 
duration of eternity — the working out of your salva- 
tion. For this ye need, not the wisdom of judicial 
or political discernment, not the wisdom of science, 
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but " the wisdom wluch cometh from above;" wisdom 
imparted only by the illumination of God's Spirit in 
the heart, filliag that heart with the experimental 
knowledge of Christ Jesus, and operating practically 
iti the life, by the fear of Gtod and by the departure 
from evil. On each and all then — ^but especially, as 
I am reminded by the case of youthful Solomon, on 
the yotmg, would I press the question — Have ye 
pondered solemnly the unutterable importance of 
the work before you — the soul's worth — the tremen- 
dous consequences of a soul's loss — the agonies of 
hell — ^the joys of heaven ? Have ye so considered the 
enemies which are around you, the dangers, the 
hiadrances, the difficulties, which are before you, 
from a subtle tempter and an ensnaring world — 
above all, from the deep treachery of the heart 
withiQ your bosom — that ye feel selTs wisdom to be 
ignorance, self's strength but perfect weakness? 
Are ye humbly depending on the Spirit's illumin- 
ating, sanctifying, strengtheniug, grace ? Without 
Him ye may excel^ this world's wisdom — its lan- 
guages, its sciences — ^may call the stars of heaven 
by their names, or speak of trees, " from the cedar 
tree that is in Lebanon to the hyssop" on the wall, 
" of beasts, and fowl, and creeping things, and of 
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fishes" — but never without Him can ye be " wise 
unto salvation." The wisdom which GK>d gSTe 
Solomon comprehended these, but (however fu 
he wandered into sin and folly, in after years) it 
comprehended more than these. And ye^ beloved, 
must be brought to see jour need of such i 
wisdom, if ever je be made ''wise unto aalva- 
tion." Emptied of self-dependence, ye must lie aa 
humble learners at God's feet, as little children 
conscious of selTs ignorance and feebleness; as 
humble petitioners for light to find the way and 
for strength to walk in it, for " a right judgment 
in all things," for grace to uphold you in your 
every conflict, to deliver you in every snare. Cast 
yourselves upon the teaching of infinite wisdom, 
upon the strength of infinite might. 

But not only in his humble consciousness of his 
need of divine teaching is Solomon our example in 
this passage of his history. Observe his preference 
of wisdom to all earthly blessings. This was singu- 
larly pleasing to God. Tor thu had the invitation 
run — " Ask what I shall give thee ; " and he asked 
neither riches, nor wealth, nor honour, nor the life 
of his enemies, nor long life — but '' madam and know* 
ledge. ^^ For such had been the ofb-repeated counsels 
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of a father's lips to Solomon his child : " Get wis- 
dom, get understanding .... wisdom is the 
principal thing; therefore get wisdom." From 
David's lips had he learned the value of true wis- 
dom. And this point of his history furnishes you 
with no indecisive test of your spiritual character 
and condition, if ye would know truly whether your 
hearts are turned toward Q-od and set on heavenly 
joys ; the true character of their tastes, their affec- 
tions, and desires. Make Solomon's case your own. 
Suppose yourself personally invited by the very 
voice of God to present to him' at this moment one 
petition — to draw upon the storehouse of Omnipo- 
tence for the fulfilment of the supreme desire of 
your heart: "Ask what I shall give thee." On 
what would your hearts' desires centre as the one 
hlessing of all blessings which you would crave? 
Ask them. Be candid; be honest in your self- 
inquiry. Tou are poor ; would it be wealth P Tou 
are obscure ; would it be honour ? Tou are old ; 
would it be lengthened days ? Tou are burdened 
by an enfeebled firame ; would it be health ? Tou 
are harassed by some "thorn in the flesh;" would 
you eagerly seize the opportunity to ask concerning 
it, that it might " depart from" you ? Or would your 
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pnTer be for gkacx, for wore grace, far freai gnn^ 
Tot gnee to sanctify roa more perl e c tl T, to bring 
Tou into closer union idth the Lord Jesiu^ to snb- 
due Tonr besetting sin, to wean and elerate jour 
affections, to render vou a more "burning and 
shining light" in a crooked and perverse world, to 
make you more like Grod,* more "meet for the 
inheritance of the saints in light?" 

Alas ! how grovelling and earthbound are our dp- 
sires ! How exaggerated our estimate of earthly bless- 
ings, earth's riches, earth's honours, earth's pleasures, 
earth's friendships — how unworthy our appreciation, 
how cold, how narrow, our desires of heavenly 
things ! Thus is it but too often, even with the 
Lord's people, whose treasure and heart should be 
in heaven. But are there none here whose estimate 
of true happiness extends no further than such bless- 
ings as Solomon asked not ? Are there none here 
wlio have given — none just entering upon life who 
arc proparod to give — the energies and anxieties of 
years, to the pursuit of worldly wealth or comfort or 
compotoiicy, but who have never yet given an hour's 
real energy and anxiety to their immortal souls ? 
Yo aged, who are passing from life — ye young, who 
are entering upon it — compare, I beseech you, your 
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estimates of things temporal and eternal. Adjust 
the balances, as on a dying bed and in the fiill light 
of eternity, and say whether earth's accumulated 
riches, its sweetest pleasures, its most dazzling 
heights of honour, be not as toys to an immortal 
spirit, destined for the eternal bliss of heaven or the 
eternal miseries of hell. 

But if your hearts, beloved, be set in very truth 
upon true wisdom, your supreme energies and 
anxieties concentrated upon your soul's salvation, 
that to you is given a promise by the God of 
Solomon which assures you of the divine iUumina- 
tion which you need: "If any of you," writes 
St. James, " lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that 
giveth unto all men liberally, and upbraideth not ; 
and it shall be given him." Thus, as Paul prays for 
the Ephesian and Colossian saints, " the God of our • 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory," will " give 
unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the 
knowledge of him : the eyes of your understanding 
being enlightened " — ^and ye shall " be filled with 
the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual 
understanding." And as he prays for the Fhilippians 
— " Tour love" shall " abound yet more and more 
in knowledge and in all judgment." The wisdom 
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then which is " from above*' — heart wisdom, sancti- 
fying wisdom, sofomg wisdom, wisdom which is 
" pure*' and " peaceable," and " gentle, and easy to 
be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without 
partiality and without hypocrisy" — ^this wisdom may 
be yours. Ask and He will give — give liberally, and 
without upbraiding either the largeness or the fre- 
quency of your petitions. Desire it — hunger for it — 
thirst for it. Seek to exemplify its influence in 
your lives, fearing Grod, departing from evil, bring- 
ing forth its good frrdts ; seek to experience its 
blessedness in youjr heart, for its " ways are ways of 
pleasantness and all" its ''paths are peace." 
Through God's Spirit is it given ; in Gk)d's Christ 
is it treasured up. And as it is written that in 
Him ''are hid all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge," so is He declared to be made unto us 
of God not " righteousness, and sanctiflcation, and 
redemption" only^ but " msdom^^ also. 

By the mouth of James the God of Solomon 
hath assured us that to us also He will impart 
the wisdom which we desire. By the mouth 
of His own Son hath he vouchsafed a gracious 
promise that if we, with Scdomon, esteem this 
wisdom, His choicest and most needful gift to us, 
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as to Solomon, He will add all beside. Not always 
and to His every servant riches, and wealth, and 
honour, but all temporal blessings in what He 
knows to be their needful measure. " Seek ye first 
the kingdom of God and his righteousness ; and all 
these things shall be added unto you." It is but a 
light thing with Him to add these lesser gifbs, 
which we so inordinately desire. And if, while 
we are seeking first His kingdom and His righteous- 
ness, while our hearts are set, in their desires and 
prayers, upon heavenly wisdom and His choicest 
gift. He gives us neither wealth nor honour, but 
what we deem, in comparison of His gifts to others, 
a scanty measure of His temporal bounties — ^not 
riches, but food and raiment only — ^this raiment not 
the purple and fine linen of Dives, this food little 
more than our " daily bread" — ^it is not because 
of any straitness either in His power or His love. 
He " knoweth what things" we " have need of." Let 
us leave ourselves trustfully, unmurmuringly, in His 
hands. And as, day by day, we draw near to the 
throne of grace, and behold with the eye of faith the 
superscription — "Ask what I shall give thee" — 
" What wilt thou that I should do for thee ?"— 
though our " daily bread" be among the blessings 
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which we crave, let heavenly wisdom and spiritual 
knowledge, His kingdom and His righteousness, be 
the subject of our more earnest desires and larger 
petitions. He will satisfy the desires which Himself 
has implanted. He will honour the faith which 
trusts His own promise — ^** All these things shall be 
added unto you." 
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"So Solomon built the house, ahd finished it"— 
1 Kmga, i\, 14. 

'PHE first sanctuary erected among men to the 
honour of Jehovah and for His public worship was 
the tabernacle built by Israel in the wilderness. 
The patriarchs had led pilgrim-lives, and wherever, 
in their joumeyings, they pitched their tents, there 
also did they erect an altar to the Lord. In Egypt 
the whole nation soon passed into the condition of 
bond slaves. And, in this their land of bondage, the 
faithful Israelite who would call upon the God of 
his fathers must hold communion with Him amid 
the toils of the brickkilns and worship Him at the 
household altar of a cheerless home. 

But no sooner had the Lord brought His people 
forth from Egypt, and given them His law, than He 
spake unto them by Moses, saying, " Let them 
make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among 
them." They had now been separated from all the 
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nations of the earth to be the Lord's witnesses, tbe 
maintainers of His pure worship, the depository d 
His truth ; and therefore, even in the wildemesa, 
and before they enter into their promised rest, mnst 
they erect in their midst and cany with them in 
their joumeyings a sanctuary to His name and for 
His service.* 

* I cannot forbear enriching my pages with the following 
extracts from a valuable and interesting yolnme by Dr. Hindi, 
now Bishop of Norwich, which will well repay the pemnJ of 
the theological student and of the general reader — The Thm 
Ten^lea of the One God c(mtratted--2DA edition, pp. 26-80 and 
31-2 : 

" That the temple of stone was appointed in oondesoension to thtt 
weakness and prejudices of God's first worshippers, will be evident, if 
we consider what was the character and condition of the Israelitei^ 
and the time of its building. They were even then so imperfectly cored 
of the idolatrous habits of the heathen around them, as to be oontiniially 
incurring divine chastisements for worshipping strange gods« Obstinacy 
so blind as this is unaccountable, except on the supposition that their 
notion of the distinct nature of Ood was still very faint and oonfiised; 
and such as must have perpetually yielded to the influence of example 
and habitual hereditary corruption. 

"All the nations around were worshipping each its own deitiesi attached 
to a people, a district, a mountain, or a grove. There were gods of the 
hills, and gods of the valleys. The Egyptians had theirs, the Canaan- 
ites had theirs; every region, and every city, and almost every family 
of the heathen world, had its own god. Could the Israelites have been 
exempt from the influence of this view ? We know that they were not. 
The Israelite in Egypt had been a bondsman in morals and mind as well 
as in body, and he continued to wear the chain that fettered his heart 
and intelleet, long after he had shaken off external servitude. It was 
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David, upon his accession to the throne, found 
the ark of Gk)d still dwelling " within curtains," and 

doubtless in tenderness to this weakness, that God's first Rerelation of 
Himself to them was as a tutelary deity — as their God, the God of their 
fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob. Nor was it until 
a sufficient interval had elapsed, that he formally and explicitly declared 
Himself to be the God of all the earth likewise. 

" It is true, that before the building of Solomon's Temple, many must 
have been more enlightened than to be included in this description; 
still, the ready relapse of monarch and people, priesthood and laity, 
into gross idolatry — ^and this in periods long subsequent — shews how 
unfit they were generally for any Reyelalion of God's presence and com- 
munication, but such as should be attached to a place. Possibly any 
any other view would, as yet, have been incomprehensible. The Tem- 
ple of stone was an accommodation to this spiritual infancy of the 
mind. Because the king dwelt in a house of cedar, it seemed unfitting 
that the ark of God, which had been honoured with the sign of His pre- 
sence, should dwell within curtains. All the circumstances of an earthly 
and local theocracy were demanded; and in compassion to their weak- 
ness they were granted. 

" Let us for a moment contrast the fnme of mind which all this sup- 
poses in the Israelites, with the exercise of faith, necessary to embrace 
the doctrine of God's presence and intercourse by His Spirit — His pre- 
sent indwelling in the hearts of the faithful — ^and it is impossible not to 
admit that this last Revelation would have been amazing and incon- 
ceivable to the worshippers in the first Temple. Scarcely could they be 
brought, by a series of severe national judgments up to the period of 
the Babylonish captivity, to adhere even to the earliest improvement 
on their original corrupt views; and to worship without any sensible 
image to represent the object of worship. To have attempted, in the 
first instance, to impress them with the idea of a Divine residence 
amongst them, in which there should be no local ottjeet at all — ^no fixed 
habitation to mark the Divine presence and communication— this would 
have been surely unavailing. It was only, when they had entirely cast 
off their hereditary habits of idolatry, and had been thoroughly cured of 
image-worship, that they were fit for being taught to worship Jehovah, 
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while the ttibernacle and the brazen altar (2 Chron- 
icles, i, 3, 4) remained at Gibeon, the ark he brought 
up to Jerusalem and lodged it in a temporarj taber- 
nacle which he prepared for it. " And it came to 
pass — (2 Samuel, vii, 1, 2) — ^when the king sat in 
his house, and the Lord had given him rest round 
about from all his enemies ; that the king said unto 
Nathan the prophet, See now, I dwell in an house 
of cedar, but the ark of God dwelleth within cur- 
tains" — thus declaring his desire to build a temple 
for God's honour and worship. The prophet, speak- 
ing from the impulse of his own mind, and before 
receiving direction from the Lord, approves the 
pious purpose of David, but was subsequently 
directed to inform him that not himself, but Solomon 



' neither in Mount Gerizim, nor yet at Jerusalem, but in spirit and in 
truth.' " 

Again: 

" It is obvious, then, how fit, how essential it was that there should be 
a Temple of stone for the partial dispensation ; the presence of God in 
Christ for the transition state, when it was yet partial, but preparing to 
be extended ; and for this last dispensation, which was to embrace all 
the world, what temple would have been sufficient, but a temple coexten- 
sive and identical with the worshippers themselves ? As in the true 
atonement, th,ere was no victim worthy of the priest, no priest worthy 
of the victim, but he who combined both in his own person; bo in the 
true worship, there could have been no adequate Temple, unless the 
worshippers and the Temple had been the same." 



SOLOMOI^. 47 

his son, should build the house. He did well that 
it was in his heart (1 Kings, viii, 18 ; 2 Chronicles, 
vi, 8, 9), but because (1 Chronicles, xxii, 8 ; xiviii, 3) 
he had " been a man of war," and, as such, had 
" shed blood abundantly," the hands of Solomon — 
the peaceable—" a man of rest" — should accom- 
plish the design and uprear the sanctuary. 

Nevertheless, as we gather in detail &om the 
chapter just referred to, David " prepared abund- 
antly" for the work. And as Moses had been 
charged to make the tabernacle and its every vessel 
according to the pattern shewed him in the mount, 
so was David specially inspired of God to draw out 
for Solomon the plan of the holy palace which he 
must build to his own, his father's, and his people's 
God. For in 1 Chronicles, xxviii, 12, we read: 
" The pattern of aU that he had by the Spirit " — and 
verse 19 : " All this," said David, " the Lord made 
me understand in writing hy his hand upon me, even 
all the works of this pattern " And the same chap- 
ter contains, in interesting detail, which we cannot 
quote at length, the solemn charge given by the 
aged monarch in his last days to Solomon his son 
and to the princes of Israel to combine gladly and 
diligently in this privileged work. 
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Accordingly, in the fourth year of his reign, when 
the kingdom was fully established in his hand, and 
he had secured the co-operation of Huram king of 
Tyre, who had been a close ally of David, Solomon 
began to build, on the spot designated by his father 
— '^ at Jerusalem in Mount Monah, where the Lord 
appeared unto David ... in the threshing floor of 
Oman (or Araunah), the Jebusite." And the time 
occupied in the building was seven years. 

How truly, when qompleted, it fulfilled the holy 
design of David that it should *^ be exceeding magni- 
fical, of fame and of glory throughout all countries" 
— the wealth lavished on it — its beams of cedar — ^its 
costly glistering ^tones — ^its vessels of brass, and of 
silver, and of gold, without number — the massive- 
ness of its pillars — ^the elaboration of its adornments 
— on these we may not dwell. They will be found, 
together with the detail of the countless sacriflces, 
and the solemn services of its consecration, in the 
books of Kings and Chronicles. 

Yet on one picture here presented to us dwell 
with me a moment. The youthful monarch stands 
before the altar of the Lord, in the presence 
of the congregation of his people, and turns his &C6 
and blesses them, and then spreads forth his hands 
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toward heaven and bows his knees — a mighty 
monarch in his glory humbling himself before the 
" King of kings ;" consecrating the temple he has 
upreared by the prayer of fidth, without which the 
rivers of sacrificial blood which flowed had been in 
vain ; and, while he desires that '^the High and Lofty 
One" may vouchsafe to dwell therein, forgets not 
that the '^ heaven and the heaven* of heavens cannot 
contain Him." As a man before his Maker, a sinner 
before his G-od, how humble ! As the sovereign of his 
people, how truly as a &ther to them! blessing 
them in the name of the Lord ; and as foremost in 
these solemn services, how bright a pattern of devo- 
tion and true religion ! Well had it been for 
Israel, well for Israel's Solomon, had their monarch 
been always thus ; had his after history presented 
no picture of mournful contrast. All was now joy 
and gladness ; for his people, as he dismissed them 
from the hallowed festival which had engaged them, 
" blessed the king, and went unto their tents joyful 
and glad of heart." 

Not was Solomon imwamed of danger, nor left in 
ignorance that the continuance of God's favour^ 
whether to himself or to his people, was contingent 
upon their continued faithfulness. For we learn 

flOLOMOy. ^ 
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(1 Kings, ix, 1, &c.) that the Lord vouchsafed again 
to appear to him in Gibeon, after the consecration 
of the temple ; and while He assured him that He 
had heard his prayer and his supplication, and hal- 
lowed the house which he had built, and that His 
eyes and His heart should be there perpetually — 
the establishment of his throne, the prosperity of 
his people, the perpetuity of his temple, were con- 
tingent upon their observance of the Lord's statutes 
and judgments in integrity and in uprightness. 

The temple, as designed by David and as built 
by Solomon, was costly and magnificent. Vast 
treasures were expended in its erection, and the 
resources of Tyrian art and workmanship enlisted 
for its execution. Amd this was acceptable unto 
God. It was a holy love to the Gtod of all his 
mercies who had dealt so bountifully with him, 
a holy zeal for His service and glory, which 
prompted David to the thought — " See now, I dwell 
in an house of cedar, but the ark of God dweUeth 
within curtains." And we deem it to be no whole- 
some sign, in a people or an individual, when wealth 
is lavished ungrudgingly upon sumptuous dwellings, 
costly luxuries, splendid equipages, choicest raiment, 
the mo9t delicate viands, fox aelf ,yfhild the aanctuaries 
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of God are to be meaDlj built and poorly fur- 
nished; while luxury adjusts the scale for self, 
parsimony the scale for God. Viewed in this light, 
many of our churches in Christian England can be 
regarded only as a disgrace to the wealthy of our 
land. Yet, while we faithfully declare this, we would 
be yet more jealously on our guard against a very 
different danger of no trifling magnitude in this our 
day. Cheap churches may be evils; superstitiow 
churches are greater evils. Nay, more, in the present 
state of things in our country, expensive churches 
must give place, in very many instances, to humbler 
&brics, where churches need to be rapidly and 
largely multiplied to meet the pressing wants of 
our population. The architect, the man of taste, 
and the antiquarian, may despise the humble sanc- 
tuary, buiLt at frugal cost, in some distant hamlet of 
an overgrown parish, or amid the teeming hundreds 
of a densely peopled town. But if our choice lie 
between sis such (where 'six are needed) and one 
costly edifice which will meet but a sixth part of the 
people's wants, We cannot hesitate. 

But specially must we take heed lest the splen- 
dour of the material fabric occupy too large a place 
in our regard. If a country, ot «ki ^«.y\s^^ ^"t^ ^ 
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congregation, or an individual Christian, in devout 
thankfulness for temporal prosperity vouchsafed to 
them, and in holy zeal for God's honour, resolve to 
dedicate largely of their worldly substance for the 
uprearing of a costly temple to His praise and ser- 
vice, and no place be given to fond or superstitious 
devices, nothing inconsistent with Christian simpli- 
city be indulged, we believe that they do well, that 
it is in their heart, and that their work is acceptable 
to the Lord. But still we urge the caution, let not 
the material obscure the spiritical in their minds. 
Let them not forget that there is a wide distinction 
between the multiplied forms and typical rites of 
Judaism and the simplicity of the Gk)spel. Let 
them remember that the multiplied distinctions 
between various parts of the house of God, of which 
in our day we hear so much — deep chancels, rood 
screens, sediHa, and the like — are fond things of 
man's invention, and have no warrant in the Scrip- 
tures of the New Testament. Above all, let them 
not mistake the emotions of mere natural feeling for 
true spiritual devotion. The eyd may rest with 
liveliest pleasure on the exquisitely proportioned 
spire or tower, the fretted roof, the elaborated pin- 
naclBi the lofty pillar ; tlie mixvd may be subdued, 
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the heart softened, our feet may involuntarily tread 
the aisle with gentler step — ^but, the while, that 
God who is a " Spirit" may discern no true devbtion 
in our hearts. 

"While then we would desire that our churches, 
when contrasted with the splendid palaces of our 
nobles and the costly mansions of our merchants, 
should not be monuments of our selfishness and 
misplaced economy — and would consecrate the 
genius and the taste of the architect to their struc- 
ture, we would make neither wealth nor art the 
handmaids to superstition. 

But while the building of Solomon's temple, 
when thus simply considered, must be regarded as 
an event of no small importance in the spiritual 
history of our world, in its typical reference it is 
full of interesting#and instructive lessons. This 
gorgeous temple on Mount Zion shadowed forth 
that spiritual temple, the Church of the living G-od, 
whose stones are " lively stones^^ and whose chief 
cornerstone has been laid by God the Father — 
even Jesus Christ. " Know ye not that ye are the 
temple of God ?" — " ye are the temple of the living 
God :'' such is Paul's language to the Corinthians. 
And to the Ephesians — (ii, ^1, "iffi^ — ^^ \\i.^VQ.\sv'5^ 
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the building fitly framed together groweth unto an 
holy temple in the Lord : in whom ye also are 
builded together for an'habitation of Q-od through 
the Spirit." The materials then of this temple, we 
say, are "lively stones" — stones hewn from the 
quarry of a fallen world, sinners quickened by the 
Spirit and united by a true Mth to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. And of this, the spiritual, indestructible, 
temple of Qt)d, was the temple built by Solomon 
on the literal Zion, typical in several prominent 
particulars. 

First, in its Buildeb. The material temple 
whose erection has engaged us was upraised by 
Solomon, the peaceable — by Jedidiah, the beloved 
of the Lord. The spiritual temple of which we 
speak is builded by the Prince of Peace, by that 
Son of David who, in a far, loftier sense than 
Solomon, was the well beloved of God the Father. 
And though, in another view, He is presented to us 
as the chief cornerstone, yet is He to be regarded 
as the Builder also. In His exaltation at the right 
hand of the Father, in those covenant offices and 
relations between God and man which He sustains 
in the Gospel, as having received gifts for sinners, 
as heatowing repentance, as dispensing the Spirit's 



SOLOMON. 55 

grace, as gathering in, as cleansing, sanctifying, 
preserving, saving, glorifying, sinners — is Christ 
the Builder of this spiritual temple, the Church. 
By Him is every stone hewn out from the quarry — 
by Him polished — by Him fitted in its place. "We, 
His ministers, labour together with Him, yet only 
as did the masons and the carpenters for Solomon 
in the material temple. On Him as its cornerstone^ 
through Him as its builder^ does the whole building 
grow together. 

But so too with the Plak of that temple which 
Solomon builded to the Lord. It was Ood'a plan, 
given to David through the Spirit. And thus not 
the plan of salvation only ; the purpose of redeeming 
to Himself a Church, was formed from all eternity 
in the divine mind, but the whole temple in its 
fair proportions, its every lively stone, was pre- 
sent to that God, known unto whom " are all His 
works from the beginning of the world.'* Every 
stone was foreknown, forechosen, and from eternity 
marked and destined for its place. And the work 
which the Lord Jesus as the builder carries out is 
the accomplishment of that plan, the perfecting of 
that design, which was present to the divine mind 
and drawn out in the eternal co\3Ai'afc\ACkl"^^S^<stn 
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Son, and Spirit. And though this spiritual temple 
be yet building, its headstone not yet brought 
forth, even now does it stand forth in its complete- 
ness and its beauty as it shall one day stand forth 
before the principalities and powers in heavenly 
places — a glorious temple, an eternal habitation of 
the Lord! But observe a fiui;her point, whose 
antitype is presented to us in this spiritual temple — 
in the Peooess of Eeection. We read — (1 Kings, 
vi, 7) — " And the house, when it was in building, 
was built of stone made ready before it was brought 
thither : so that there was neither hammer nor axe 
nor any tool of iron heard in the house, while it 
was in building." Thus is it alike with the prepa- 
ration of the stones and with the noiselessness of 
the erection of the spiritual temple builded by 
Christ, and planned by the Triune Jehovah. As 
the stones are " fitly framed together," so is each 
stone prepai'ed by the operation of divine grace 
and power. By grace chosen ; by grace hewn out ; 
by grace polished ; by grace fitted in its niche in 
the vast edifice. And this edifice grows not with 
the noise and tumult which often mark the pro- 
gress of earth's empires. For (to change the 
figure) " So is the kingdom of God, as if a man 
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should cast seed into the ground, and should sleep, 
and rise night and day, and the seed should spring 
and grow up, he knoweth not how." Thus from 
the beginning has God wrought in the increase of 
His Church, the ingathering of His people. By 
His grace He has wrought noiselessly, gathering 
hence a stone and thence another ; now hewing out 
one, now carrying on and perfecting the prepara- 
tion of another — converting sinners, sanctifying 
saints. And this by the noiseless, hidden, working 
of His grace in the hearts of men. For what is 
the conversion of a sinner, but the digging out 
another stone for His temple ? What the perfect- 
ing of a saint in holiness but the carrying on of the 
j&tting and the polishing ? This blessed work is 
going on at this moment among ourselves, it is 
going on in many a distant land. The eye of faith 
alone discerns it, the ear of faith alone hears it. 
But the Lord is carrying on His work ; He is 
carrying out His eternal purposes, filling up His 
eternal plan. The Lord is building His spiritual. 
His eternal, temple gradually, surely ; though, for 
the most part, noiselessly. For He is sending forth 
His Gospel, and pouring out His Spirit, and gather- 
ing in His chosen. 
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But a fowrth point of typical resemblance is to be 
found in the temple's Cowseobation. We read 
— (1 Bangs, viii, 62-4) — " And the king, and all 
Israel with him, offered sacrifice before the Lord. 
And Solomon offered a sacrifice of peace oflferings, 
which he offered unto the Lord, two and twenty thou- 
sand oxen, and an hundredand twenty thousand sheep. 
So the king and all the children of Israel dedicated 
the house of the Lord. The same day did the king 
hallow the middle of the court that was before the 
house of the Lord : for there he offered burnt offer- 
ings, and meat offerings, and the fat of the peace 
offerings : because the brasen altar that was before 
the Lord was too little to receive the burnt offerings, 
and meat offerings, and the fat of the peace offer- 
ings." So neither had the tabernacle and its vessels 
been dedicated without blood. But the rivers of blood 
which flowed from two and twenty thousand oxen 
and an hundred and twenty thousand sheep could 
not take away sin, but only typify that atoning 
peace offering by which Christ has reconciled God 
and the sinner ; the " one offering" by which He 
has for ever sanctified, consecrated, and perfected, 
His people. By this "blood of the covenant," 
wntea 8t. Paul, we are sanctified*, Christ has 
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sanctified the people with His own blood; and by the 
virtue of this blood is the whole spiritual temple — 
the Church — ^made acceptable to the Father. Its 
every stone is consecrated by this alone. 

Once more. The Most High, though He dweU- 
eth not in temples made with hands, vouchsafed in 
a peculiar manner to fill the house thus built for 
Him and thus consecrated to His service by the 
symbol of His immediate presence — the Shechinah, 
a manifestation of His glory. " Now — (2 Chroni- 
cles, vii, 1, 2) — when Solomon had made an end of 
praying, the fire came down from heaven, and con- 
sumed the burnt ofiering and the sacrifices ; and the 
glory of the Lord filled the house. And the priests 
could not enter into the house of the Lord, because 
the glory of the Lord had filled the Lord's house." 
And, not now to dwell upon the truth that the very 
body of each individual beHever is declared by 
St. Paul to be a temple of the Holy G-host, the same 
apostle teaches us, in a passage already cited, that 
the ^material temple, built hy and upon Christ 
Jesus — the collective Church or body of the faithful 
— ^is " an habitation of God through the Sfpvrit,^^ So 
again — " ye are the temple of the living God ; as 
God hath said, / wiU ctoell va tKem^vsA^^^^^^ss. 
them.'' 
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Thus then does the High and Lofty One that 
inhabiteth eternity inhabit also His spiritual temple 
— not by a visible Shechinah, but by a real, spiritual, 
presence, even by the indwelling of the Holy G-host. 
He is not an absent God, a God afar off; He is 
present among his people. His Spirit is not an 
absent Spirit — He is in the heart of God's every 
saint in Christ Jesus. These stones are '^ lively 
stones ;" and their life is derived from Christ 
through the Spirit. They live as built on Him, and 
through Him enjoying the all-pervading presence of 
God through the all-pervading influence and energy 
of the Spirit. 

Thus then, beloved, in its Builder, in its Archi- 
tect, in the Process of its Erection, in its Consecra- 
tion, in the Divine Sdbitation of it, did the material 
temple which Solomon built and finished shadow 
that spiritual house which a greater Son of David 
builds, which divine omniscience and sovereign 
grace planned, which is even now growing noise- 
lessly as the lively stones are framed together, which 
has been consecrated by the one final expiatory 
peace offering of the Lamb of G-od, and is inhabited 
of God through the Spirit. But which temple is 
more glorious in your eyea? The temijle whose 



SOLOMON. 61 

foundation was on the literal Zion, whose stones 
were glistering, its beams of cedar, its every vessel 
of gold — that holy and beautiful house which was 
the Jew's joy and boast — or that Church of the 
living God which is built of lively stones, even of 
redeemed sinners and renewed saints ? The magni- 
ficence of the material temple surely sinks into 
insignificance as the endeavour to fix your thoughts 
upon a living temple of saints gathered from every 
place, in every age, one day to be presented in its 
perfection and its glory before the admiring hosts of 
heaven. Yet not as a sublime vision only would I 
present it to your thoughts. As remembering then 
that our ofl&ce is to be fellow workers with God in this 
His building, I would press the questions : Are tb 
" lively stones" in this temple ? Are ye being built 
m BY Christ ? Are ye built upon Christ ? Is the 
work of preparation, even of growing holiness, going 
on ? Are ye cleansed and consecrated by the blood 
of sprinkling ? HaviB ye the Spirit dwelling in you ? 
Is your body His temple ? your teart His shrine ? 
It is no outward, ao nominal^ churchmanship of 
which I speak. This may unite to the visible 
Church on earth — this may bring you as worship- 
pers to these material temijle^. \ ^^^-^ <^\ *«>» 
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epiritual, eternal, churchmansbip — the ehurchmali- 
ship of union with Christ and renewal by Christ's 
Spirit. Jfthis be yours, ye are being " built up as a 
spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 
sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ ;" ye 
are building on that " chief cornerstone" which 
God hath laid in His true, spiritual, Zion, " elect, 
precious ; and building on Him and being built up 
in Him, ye shall not be confounded." But nothing 
short of this will suffice to save you ; nothing but 
the actual reality of being on Christ and in Christ. 
Without this there can be no grace ; without this 
there shall be no glory. 

To those among you who iire " lively stones" let 
me add for your encouragement, one point of 
contrast between the type and antitype which have 
engaged us. Where now is that temple once so 
glorious, whose foundations were laid deep in 
Mount Zion, and on which the treasures of a 
David and a Solomon were lavished P Centuries 
have rolled away since the insulting foe brake " down 
the carved work thereof with axes and hammers." 
In after ages an Isaiah was called to mourn that 
their "holy and beautiful house," where their 
fathers praised the Lord, was " burned up with 
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fire ;" a Jeremiah took up the lamentation : " The 
stones of the sanctuary are poured out in the top 
of every street." Tea, of the goodly building 
which succeeded it not one stone has been left 
upon another. The Shechiijah hallowed it ; the 
ark dwelt there — ^but it has passed away.* Not so 

* See again Hind's Three Temples, pp. 64-7 : 

" Not the least striking instance of this appears in the difference of 
'dwration and stability allotted to the three successive Temples, and to 
the dispensations which they respectively introduced. The Temple of 
of stone was continued Us the abode of Gk>d, and the centre of His govern- 
ment and spiritual influence, for more than one thousand years, and was 
soon after destroyed utterly and for ever. The second Temple — the 
Immanuel — ^was only for a few years exhibited to the world. And this 
too was destroyed ; but not like the'Temple of stone, utterly or for ever — 
It was only partially destroyed; and soon raised again, and reserved for a 
Aiture manifestation. The last Temple — the Temple of the Holy 
Ghost — ^in contrast to both these, was so established, that, according to 
the express declaration of Qod, no decay or destruction awaits it — ' the 
gates of hell shall not prevail against it.' 

" Was this striking diversity in God's successive appointments acci- 
dental? Impossible. Let us for a moment reflect how completely the 
object of either dispensation would have been defeated, if this very 
diversity had not been established. The Temple of stone with its 
appended service was needed just for so long a period as the first Church 
of God required preparatory training; and longer than this, it might 
have proved, like the brazen serpent of the Israelites, a snare and a source 
of error. The duration of the first Temple, if limited to the same brief 
period as was the Immanuel's, would have given no time for the Law to 
do its work of education ; but, on the other hand, to have preserved the 
consecrated building — the nucleus of the Mosaic service— after Christi- 
anity had been established, would have been to sanction a commixture 
of the Mosaic and Christian dispensaWona it\io\Vj vX-^^^vos^ ^VOcv'Cb.% 
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the spiritual temple^ built on the elect and precious 
cornerstone, and inhabited hj the Spirit. No^ 
blessed be Grod, this is indestructible and eternal. 



tnie relatitm which they bear the one to the other. Judaism was intro- 
dnctory to Christianity — the Temple of stone to the Chnrch — ^bnt it ifl 
highly important to understand in what sense it was introductory. It 
was not in the same manner as the Law from Mount Sinai was intro- 
ductory to the revelations and instructions of the prophets ; nor again 
was it in the same manner as the dispensation of Christ was introduc- 
tory to that of his Holy Spirit ; for in both these cases, the earlier was 
not necessarily done away with by the coming of the latter. Whereas 
St. Paul speaks of the Gospel as ' a disannulling of the commandment 
going before,' *anew covenant that hath made the first old;* adding, 
' now that which decayeth and waxeth old, is* ready to vanish away.' 
Judaism was introductory to Christianity in another sense ; it was intro- 
ductory in the sense of representing it. The word represent combines in 
its two meanings the office which the Mosaic dispensation fulfilled in 
reference to the Christian — it was the type or picture of that which was 
to be recognized when it came, and in this sense its representative. It 
stood also in the place of it, and exercised a sort of delegated virtue which 
it derived from the Qospel, and which therefore the very coming of the 
Gospel destroyed. The Mosaic Temple being the seat of a typical reli- 
gion, it was essential, in order to fiilfil its object, that it should not be 
merely superseded, but that it should be utterly and finally destroyed. 
This doubtless, and not the divine vengeance on the guilty generation 
which rejected the Messiah, was the main purpose of the eternal decree 
that it should never be rebuilded. Had the Jews unanimously received 
their Saviour, we can hardly doubt that that same destiny would have 
awaited his former residence, difiering only in the circumstances of 
national suffering which their rejection brought upon them. Had the 
Jews become merged in the Christian Church, the destruction of the 
Temple might have been even a work of holy zeal, like the breaking 
of the brazen serpent by Hezekiah ; lest haply it should divide their 
heart, and either allure them back to ' the beggarly elements of the 
Law,' or mislead them into a confusion between the substance and the 
shadow of Qod's appointments." ^ 
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Not a lively stone has been hewn out or polished 
or fitted in, but fiercer and more malicious adver- 
saries than they who hindered the second temple 
have opposed the work. But opposed in vain. 
Not all the powers nor all the subtlety of hell shall 
defeat the purposes or mar the work of the Most 
High. His purpose shall stand ; His temple shall 
be built. Not one chosen stone but shall be built 
in and fitly framed — on Christ, in Christ. Not one 
lively stone be found wanting in that day when the 
Qod of grace shall fill His temple with His glory, 
and, as " the headstone" is brought forth, the first 
shoutings of the Church triumphant shall biirst 
forth, and the shoutings of an adoring universe 
shall prolong the joy — " Grace, grace unto it ! " 
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W. ^olomom 



— Solomon ih all his olort"— Jfo^tAeto vi, 28. 



STJCH is the object presented to your contempla- 
tion in the present lecture. 

It is in your remembrance that when Solomon, 
by his preference of wisdom to every earthly bless- 
ing, pleased the Lord, the Lord manifested his 
approval by accompanying the gift of wisdom, which, 
in accordance with his choice, He vouchsafed to him, 
by the promise — "And I will give thee riches, and 
wealth, and honour, such as none of the kings have 
had that have been before thee, neither shall there 
any after thee have the like." 

How truly this promise was accomplished would 
appear from the simple words of my text alone, were 
other information wanting. For our Lord designs 
obviously to select the most striking instance of 
human grandeur and kingly glory ; and the instance 
selected is Solomon — " Even Solomok in all his 
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But we are by no means left to the evidence afforded 
by this brief allusion of our Divine Eedeemer. The 
Old Testament narratives of King Solomon's glory 
contain copious and minute details of the general 
prosperity of his kingdom and of the pomp and mag- 
nificence of his court. Thus — 1 Chron. xxix, 25— 
"And the Lord magnified Solomon exceedingly in 
the sight of all Israel, and bestowed upon him such 
royal majesty as had not been on any king before 
him in Israel." And in detail — 1 Kings, iv, 20-8 
— first the general peace and prosperity, and the 
wide extent of his kingdom — this last in fulfilment 
of the promise given to Abraham many hundred 
years before — (Gen. xv, 18) — " In the same day the 
Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, Unto thy 
seed have I given this land, from the river of Egypt 
[the Nile] unto the great river, the river Euphrates." 
Eop thus runs the history before us — " Judah and 
Israel were many, as the sand which is by the sea in 
multitude, eating and drinking, and. making merry. 
And Solomon reigned over all kingdoms from the 
river unto the land of the Philistines, and unto the 
border of Egypt. They brought presents, and served 
Solomon all the days of his life." 

..Pause we a .moment, brethren b^lw^dv ««fe ^^ 
proceed to contemplate " SolomoxL m «Sl\v\^ ^^"^ 

BOLOUOir. "^ 
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Have we hitherto passed over as a dry, uninter 
ing, and unprofitable record, the declaration thai 
" reigned from the river unto the border of Egyp 
Compare Scripture with Scripture; behold in 
extent of King Solomon's dominion the fulfilmer 
the promise made to the patriarch Abram, and 
signal and precious an evidence is added to the n 
furnished in Holy Scripture of the faithfulness oi 
Most High I Nine hundred years have intervei 
and throughout these nine hundred years 
chequered has been the history of the seed of A 
ham, the Israel of God ! The patriarchs are I 
and live and die pilgrims^ upon the earth. The h( 
of bondage — the brickkilns — the wilderness— 
wars of Joshua — the judges — ^two monarchs, { 
and David, pass away. The promise tarries, 
does it stand firm ; and in the days of Solomon, 
seed of Abraham possess the covenanted land, ** f 
the river of Egypt unto the great river, the i 
Euphrates." Speaks not the simple record the < 
needful, ever welcome, lesson to God's wai 
Church, as she stays herself upon the promise of 
future triumphs and glories — ^to the fainting, do 
ing, believer — the promise thou hast long plea 
the promise on which thou restest, though 1 
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delayed, is yet Yea and Amen ; it "is yet for an 
appointed time, but at the end it shall speak, and not 
lie : though it tarry, wait for it ; because it will 
surely come, it will not tarry." 

To proceed. Not only did the kingdom of Israel 
reach its culminating point of greatness during the 
reign of Solomon, but the daily provision for his 
household and for the entertainment of those guests 
who came to him from aU nations to hear his wis- 
dom ; his stalls and horses and chariots and horse- 
men multiplied (it must be noted, as were his wives, 
in disobedience to the divine command by Moses 
(Deut. xvii, 16) ; his officers; and (to turn to 1 Kings, 
x) his commerce ; his revenues ; his throne ; his 
targets and shields and vessels of pure gold ; silver 
80 abundant that it was nothing accounted of; his 
navy allied with that of Huram king of Tyre — these 
present a combination of e^hly greatness and glory 
coextensive with the divine promise — "riches, and 
wealth, and honour, such as none of the kings have 
had that have been before thee, neither shall there 
any after thee have the like." 

To examine into the effect of this unparalleled 
prosperity upon Solomon or upon his people does 
not fall within the purpose of my ^refte^iA W.t»acfe^ 
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but will be embraced in the next and last. On the 
present occasion we are to derive other lessons from 
the contemplation of "Solomon in all his glory." 
And as we have already marked the connection of 
this glory with his own prayer at Gibeon, let us 
note also its connection with the prayers of his 
father David in his behalf. It was interesting and 
instructive to us in our opening lecture to listen 
to the solemn charge of the aged monarch to his 
son "yet young and tender" — "And thou, Solomon, 
my son, know thou the Grod of thy father," and to 
note further those touching allusions made by Solo- 
mon in his proverbs to the paternal instructions of 
his childhood. But as David taught Solomon, so did 
\iQ pray for Solomon. Turn to the 72nd Psalm — a 
psalm in which a greater than Solomon is to be dis- 
cerned, even the " Prince of Peace," the well beloved 
of the Lord. And though it open to us a far sub- 
limer view, and though it present to us far more 
glorious and momentous truths, to behold in David, 
as he pens it, a prophet, "moved by the Holy Ghost" 
to announce the future triumphs and blessings of 
Messiah's reign, it is a psalm full of interest, when 
regarded in its primary and lower significancy — ^the 
prayer of David the father for Solomon his son — 
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a prayer, rising even in this view, to the dignity of 
a prophecy, as, taught by the Spirit within him, he 
pours forth his predictions that the prosperity and 
the glory which he sought should assuredly, in ful- 
filment of the purposes and promises of his G-od, 
hereafter signalize the reign of Solomon. And, in 
this reference, how touching the closing verse — "The 
prayers of David the son of Jesse are ended." His 
latest thoughts and 'prayers were for his child as 
his latest charge had been to him. His charge — "And 
thou, Solomon my son, know thou the God of thy 
father :" his prater — " Give the king thy judgments, 
O God, and thy righteousness unto the king's son." 
The portion of our subject which is now engaging us 
presents the fittest opportunity for adverting to one 
event in the reign of Solomon, in itself of sufficient 
interest to attract our special notice, but brought 
out into greater and more instructive prominence by 
the reference made to it by our Divine Bedeemer — 
the visit of the Queen of Sheba. The narrative is * 
found 1 Kings, x, 1-13, and 2 Chron., ix, 1-12. 
Whether this Sheba was in Ethiopia or Arabia Felix 
is doubted by learned men, but wholly unimportant 
for our present inquiry. The narrative of the Old 
Testament informs us that she was not attracted 
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exclusively, nor evenly chiefly, by the glory of Solo- 
mon, but rather by his wisdom. And with this 
accords the language of our Lord (Matt, xii, 42) 
that "the queen of the south" "came from the 
uttermost parts of the earth to hear the wisdom of 
Solomon." Scott mentions that it has been con- 
jectured that she " was descended from Abraham by 
Keturah, and retained some traditional fragments of 
true religion." The language of the first book of 
Kings (x, 1) would strongly favour the idea that a 
chief subject of her inquiry was religious truth: 
" And when the Queen of Sheba heard of the fame of 
Solomon concerning the name of the Lord^ she came 
to prove him with hard questions." " And when she 
was come to Solomon, she communed with him 
of all that was in her heart." She thus tested that 
wisdom of which the fame had spread far and 
wide: "And Solomon told her all her questions: there 
was not any thing hid from the king, which he told 
her not." "And when" she "had seen all Solomon's 
wisdom" and "Solomon in all his glory," "there 
was no more spirit in her" — she was overcome with 
astonishment — " and she said to the king. It was a 
true report that I heard in mine own land of thy acts 
and of thv wisdom. Howbeit I believed not the 
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rords, until I came, and mine eyes had seen it: and 
lehold, the half was not told me : thj wisdom and 
irosperity exeeedeth the fame which I heard. 
Bteppy are thy men, happy are these thy servants, 
v^hich stand continually before thee, and that hear 
hy wisdom. Blessed be the Lord thy God, which 
blighted in thee, to set thee on the throne of Israel : 
)ecause the Lord loved Israel for ever, therefore 
nade he thee king, to do judgment and justice." 
knd after an interchange of the most sumptuous 
)resents^ " she turned and went to her own country, 
(he and her servants." 

And " the queen of the south," said the rejected 
Idiessiah of the unbelieving Jews of His own day, 
' shall rise up in judgment with this generation, 
md shall condemn it : for she came from the utter- 
nost parts of the earth to hear the wisdom of 
iolomon ; and, behold, a greater than Solomon is 
lere" — here at your doors, here in your very midst. 
3he with much pains and cost travelled far to hear 
)he wisdom of an earthly philosopher, and to behold 
;he glory of an earthly king. "With you, a Divine 
Feacher, a Spiritual King, a Savumr, is present, and 
^e receive 'Him not. 

But shall the men of that generation cral:^ \s^ 
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confronted to their confusion and condemnation by 
"the queen of Sheba," in the day of judgment? 
To you, men and brethren, has report been brought, 
" concerning the name of the Lord" of " a greater 
than Solomon," who of Q-od is made unto you 
^^ wisdom'' — of a King whose glory is " the glory as of 
the only begotten of the Father," glorious alike in 
" grace and truth." To all of you His name is a 
familiar sound; bj how few among you has the report 
been believed ! It has not attracted you to Jesus. 
In Him, ye have heard, *' are hid all the treasures of 
vdsdom and knowledge," but not yet has He been 
made of G-od ^^ wisdom'' to yowr souls. Ye have 
seen in Him " no beauty," no glory, that ye " should 
desire Him." " Happy" — exclaimed the queen of 
the south to Solomon — " happy are thy men, happy 
are these thy servants." Te know not the soul- 
preserving peace, the soul-animating joy, the soul- 
sustaining hopes, of Immanuel's people, the subjects 
of His spiritual kingdom, in whose hearts he dwells 
and reigns. And this " greater than Solomon," this 
Divine Teacher, this Spiritual King, this gracious 
and glorious Saviour is here — here in a preached 
Gospel, here in His promises, here in His invita- 
tiona. " Say not in thine heart, "Who shall ascend 
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into heaven ? (that is, to bring Christ down from 
above) or, Who shall descend into the deep ? (that 
is, to bring up Christ again from the dead.) But 
what saith it ? The word is nigh thee, even in thy 
mouth, and in thy heart : that is, the word of faith, 
which we preach." 

But this wisdom, this blessedness, and this glory, 
appeal not to the desires and tastes of your natural 
hearts. No, rather, Christ's wisdom is foolishness, 
Christ's blessedness insipid, Christ's glory unattract- 
ive. Consider then, we beseech you, the condemna- 
tion under which you are at this moment lying, your 
condemnation in the great day, if ye be found with 
the men of that generation, not drawn to this greater 
than Solomon, strangers to the excellency of His 
knowledge, unprepared by His grace for His glory. 

But as Sheba's queen was drawn to Solomon, so 
are there those here who have been drawn to Jesus. 
And having tested His wisdom and the blessedness 
of His service, they will tell you that, while the 
report we make of His grace, His power. His pre- 
ciousness is true, there is that in Christ Jesus, in 
His salvation and in His service, which can be fully 
known, not by the most fidthful sermons, but only by 
the experimental knowledge of a^^«»a^isi^<2kTiaKMs«is^ 
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and a renewed heart. Preachers may report Christ 
truly; sermons may bring you to Him. But 
ye must know Christ, and try Christ, and be in 
Christ, and have Christ m you, must draw upon His 
fulness, and dig into His riches, ere ye can know 
His worth. But when, with burdened conscience 
and stricken spirit, ye have found peace at His cross; 
when, in weakness, you have been strong in His 
stength ; when, in temptation, you have found com- 
fort in His sympathy ; when, in some hour of bitter- 
ness and desolation, you have found Him "as an 
hiding place from the wind, and a covert from the 
tempest ; as rivers of water in a dry place, as the 
shadow of a great rock in a weary land" — His bosom 
your sure refuge — ^in a word, when you, a guilty, 
tempted, sorrowing sinner, have tried Christ as the 
sinner's great and gracious Saviour — then and then 
only will you understand the words of the apostle — 
"unto you therefore which believe He is precious." 
But we have not yet exhausted the lessons to be 
derived from the contemplation of the object now 
presented to you — " Solomon in all his glory." How 
vast was that glory, when weighed in the balances 
q/L earth ! Have we been dazzled by it ? We must 
now loam its nothingness. And although it is not 
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in this view chiefly that I propose to consider its 
insignificance, there is surely something peculiarly 
emphatic and instructive in the passing reference 
made to it by our Lord in that passage with which 
our text stands connected. I will not digress by 
dwelling on the design of this passage, but mark only 
that which is to our present poiijt^" Consider the 
liHes of the field, how they grow ; they toil not ; 
neither do they spin: and y^ I say unto you, 
That even Solomon in all his glory was not a/rrcvyed 
Uke one of theses Beflect upon that glory, as we 
have now had it presented to us in the sacred nar- 
ratives. Of how many elements was it composed ! 
at how great costs and pains accumulated and com- 
bined ! His navy brought in merchandize, the varied 
products of distant regions ; there flowed in costly 
and countless gifts from the monarchs and nations 
of the earth ; the arts and toil of cunning workmen 
elaborated from earth's choicest metals his shields 
and targets, his vessels and his throne. We behold 
in Solomon, his palace and his court, the regal 
pomp and glory of an eastern monarch at its proud- 
est, most dazzling, height — yet, saith Jesus, " Not 
even Solomon in all his glory" was arrayed as is 
the lily of the field. That lily, a frail, shoirt \is^<L, 
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flower : yet shaped so exquisitely, and pencilled so 
delicately, and coloured with a hue so soft and beau- 
teous, by the hand of its Divine Maker, that it sur- 
passes man's proudest works, the splendour which 

has been elaborated with his most anxious care^ 

• 

his most laborious toil. The lily of the field — 
it IS one of G-od's common works, one of His 
little works — it springs up by the ordinary laws 
of nature which He has established in our world, 
noiselessly and for the most part unheeded, while 
many a head must plai^ and many a hand labour 
for the decking out of the halls of a Solomon — the 
arranging of a monarch's court in all its glory. Yet 
does the lily bear upon it the impress of creative 
power, and the humblest, the most short lived work 
of the Creator surpasses the proudest work of his 
creature man : "Even Solomon in all his glory was 
not arrayed like one of these." 

And it is the blessed privilege of Good's children, 
as they trace the wondrous tokens of divine power 
and love in the commonest and minutest works of 
their Heavenly Father's hand, to examine and to 
recognize them, not as natural theologians only, but 
as His believing people. And in the plumage of a 
bird^ the cup or petal of a flower, the verdure of a 
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blade of grass, they find matter not for philosophy 
onlj, but for faith and comfort. And the mute 
preachers of creation reiterate the blessed lessons of 
the Lord Jesus, that He who hath thus arrayed His 
lilies will clothe 'His sainU ; and, in the words of 
Matthew Henry, that " He yfho feeds His birds will 
not starve His babes." 

But we must not yet pass from " Solomon in all 
his glory, ""^ We have seen it to have been great; 
the wonder of surrounding nations ; surpassing even 
the fame of it which had reached to Sheba ; over- 
whelming the heart of Sheba's queen with amaze-' 
ment. We are now to behold its littleness. It will 
be acknowledged that no man ever enjoyed on earth 
the same abundant combination of the means of 
worldly happiness, as did king Solomon. He tested 
to the utmost the power of wealth and honour, of 
the pomps and appliances of earthly greatness, to 
confer true happiness. His experience therefore 
will be worth having ; his verdict surely will be con- 
clusive. He has left it on record ; the Spirit of Grod 
has preserved it for us in B[is word. Carry with you 
in your minds, beloved, the recollection of what has 
now been brought before you as ye turn to the 
words of the same Solomon (Eccles. ii, 4-11"^ •. " 1 



80 LENT LECTURES. 

made me great works ; I builded me houses ; I 
planted me vineyards : I made me gardens and 
orchards, and I planted trees in them of all kind of 
fruits : I made me pools of water, to water therewith 
the wood that bringeth forth trees : I got me servants 
and maidens, and had servants bom in my house ; 
also I had great possessions of great and small cattle 
above all that were in Jerusalem before me: I 
gathered me also silver and gold, and the peculiar 
treasure of kings and of the provinces : I gat me 
men singers and women singers, and the delights of 
*the sons of men, as musical instruments, and that 
of all sorts. So I was great, and increased more 
than all that were before me in Jerusalem : abo my 
wisdom remained with me. And whatsoever mine 
eyes desired I kept not from them, I withheld not 
my heart from any joy ; for my heart rejoiced in all 
my labour: and this was my portion of all my 
labour. Then I looked on all the works that my 
hands had wrought, and ou the labour that I had 
laboured to do: and, behold, all was vanity and 
vexation of spirit, and there was no profit under the 
sun.'* Solomon — humbling, afiecting, instructive 
fact — the most glorious of earth's monarchs, pro- 
chima the emptiness of earth's glories, and Solomon 
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is the preacher of the reiterated text — " Vanity of 
Tanities — ^vanity of vanities — all is vanity!" 

Yes, the glory which surpassed all glory, which 
drew the queen of Sheba from a far country, which 
thousands doubtless envied, did not of itself bring 
happiness to its possessor. How many a heart of 
earth's rich and titled ones this day attests by its 
own experience the experience of Solomon. Man 
looks on the outward pomp and splendour of his 
fellow man with envy — the lordly mansion, the 
wide spread domain, the gay clothing, the luxurious 
£Etre, must bring happiness ! Yet is there a void in 
many such a heart, attesting the verdict of the royal 
preacher. The hour of sorrow comes — the bed of 
sickness — the retrospect of old age — ^the prospect of 
eternity. And the glory fades, and the gold becomes 
dim, and pleasures pall. In a word, earth fails. 

Are toe envious of such glory ? Do we imagine 
that Gtod has shut us out from happiness because 
He has not given us wealth ? Are we coveting for- 
tunes for ourselves and for our children ; making 
haste to be rich, murmuring that we are obscure 
and poor ? Bather, let the poor among us take heed 
that we be rich in spiritual riches ; the rich lest sick- 
ness or old age come upon them, le«t da^Vi. ^>xsr^>5ife 

ftOLOUOS. ^ 
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them, lest eternity burst upon them, poor, bank- 
rupt, beggars, in heavenly blessings ! See not by 
sense only, but by faith. Let faith uplifb your 
eyes and hearts to joys and glories which are above ! 
Look upward to Q-od*s right hand. A greater than 
Solomon is there. Behold Jesus in all His globt! 
We have contemplated David's son, beloved of the 
Lord, upon his throne in peace, in power, in majesty. 
Behold now the Son and Lord of David, the well 
beloved of the Father, Immanuel, " King of kings 
and Lord of lords.*' Behold "the King in His 
beauty." And let the rapturous vision upraise your 
grovelling hearts far, far above all sensual, earthly, 
glories. For if the glory of Solomon was Israel's 
joy and pride, much more is Immanuel' s glory his 
people's boast. 

In how faint and feeble a measure could the sub- 
jects of king Solomon share his glory. Yet said the 
queen of Sheba : " Happy are thy men, and happy 
are these thy servants !" Faith, resting upon Jesus 
glorified, beholds in Him a glory which itself must 
abundantly partake. "B^s glorious body" is the 
pattern to which His people's bodies must be con- 
formed. And as the least of all saints looks upward, 
this assurance greets him — "^ The glory which thou 
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hast given me I have given them ;" and the lips of 
the exalted Jesus breathe forth this wondrous pro- 
mise to cheer his heart and nerve his arm for the 
conflict which remains : " To him that overcometh 
evil I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I 
also overcame, and am set down with my Father in 
His throne.'* As then Christ crucified is the object 
of your faith, let Christ glorified be the object of 
your desire. And as His cross is not for some 
sinners only, but for all, even the greatest, so not 
some saints only, but all — the least — shall share His 
ffhiy — conformity to His glorious body ; partner- 
ship in His reign ; the sitting down with Him on 
TTiH throne ; every blessing of His kingdom. When 
and where He shall reign — the precise nature of 
His kingdom — these are points of deep and holy 
interest to his inquiring people, and on which they 
are not closely agreed; but they are as nothing 
beside the question as it presses in all its pregnant 
bearing upon every soul among us — " Shall we reign 
with Him? — shall we share His glory ?" Be His 
reign in the earthly or in the spiritual Zion, are 
we now preparing for it as subjects of His kingdom 
of grace within us ? 

We have risen from " Solomon in all his %WY' ''^^ 

t(or.OMOs. ^^ 
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Jesus in all His glory — ^from Jesus in all His glory 
to His saints in all their glory. Are ye, men and 
brethren, yet grovelling upon earth? Are creature- 
joys your only joys ? Are ye drinking at crea- 
ture-fountains only for your happiness ? Te need 
to dwell on Christ and Christ's saints in their glory, 
that ye may see earth's glories in their true little- 
ness. Te need, even now, in your hour of health 
and comfort to have the text of the royal preacher 
reiterated in your ears, lest yourselves utter it one 
day in doleful, hopeless, anguish, "Vanity of vani- 
ties ; aU is vanity." Seek Jesus in His grace and 
wisdom. Come to Him, not as Sheba's queen to 
Solomon, to abide with Him for awhile only, to hear 
something of His wisdom, and then to return firom 
Him ; but come to Him and abide with Him for 
ever, that He may be to you for ever wisdom and 
grace and glory ! 



** Did not Solomon kino ov Israel sin bt thbsi things? 
Tbt among many nations was thebb no kino like him, 
who was bbloyed of his god, and 60d made him king 
OYER ALL Israel : netbrtheless even him did outlandish 
WOMEN CAUSE TO SIN" — NehenUoh xiii, 26. 

WfE are now to close our consideration of the life 
of Solomon. 

We have regarded him in his in&ncy, as the 
beloved of the Lord, even from his mother's 
womb ; in his childhood, as borne upon the heart of 
his father David in prayer, and learning his first 
lessons of heavenly wisdom from that father's lips, 
and " the prophecy that his mother taught him ;" 
in his youth, as choosing wisdom and an understand- 
ing heart rather than wealth or honour or long life 
or the life of his enemies ; as a youthful monarch, 
carrying out the design of his father in the erection 
of a temple to the Most High ; and in after years " in 
all his glory," at the summit of earthly greatness, 
attracting even the queen of a distant nation to his 
court, that she might hear \\ia m^^Qxa. «5A\^<S^^^^ 
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his majesty. And we have listened to him as 
the royal prea<5her proclaiming his humbling expe- 
rience of the emptiness of all earthly pleasure and 
glory — " Vanity of vanities ; all is vanity.** 

He reigned, as did his predecessors Saul and 
David, forty years ; and was probably not more than 
eighteen or nineteen years of age on his accession 
to the throne. Sixty yeai's therefore, at the utmost, 
formed the span of his mortal life. And we are now 
to consider him in his age — " In his ctge^^ — I say. 
For it is observable that while his life was thus 
limited to sixty years (at the utmost), the sacred 
writer of the first Book of Kings (xi, 4) thus speaks 
of that period of his life which is now to engage us — 
" It came to pass, when Solomon was oldP For 
the Bible holds the language of plain fact and honest 
unvarnished truth; not countenancing the empty 
(but too often perilous) self-deception whereby men 
cheat themselves as years advance, and talk of youth 
and refuse to realize their nearness to eternity when 
their tale is nearly told, and they have well nigh 
exhausted the measure of their threescore years and 
ten. The Bible is an honest monitor, often of unwel- 
come truths. And though the age of Solomon 
on hia dying day had been youth to Methusaleh 
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and to after patriarchs, the span of human life on 
earth was now contracted, in its ordinary measure, 
to fourscore years ; therefore writes the sacred 
chronicler — " It came to pass, when Solomon was 
oldr 

Could I suppose you to be as yet ignorant of 
Solomon's later history, and, having accompanied 
me throughout the record of his earlier days, to be 
now looking for a narrative of his closing years, 
what must be your anticipations ? The old age 
of Solomon — beloved of the Lord — the wisest of 
the sons of men — how instructive will be the 
record! How bright the picture! How pleasing 
the theme! How much wiser will be that wis- 
dom, originally the gift of God, but now matured 
by the experience of a life ! How much more fervent, 
if but in very gratitude, his love to his own and his 
father's God ! How much closer his communion ! 
How much more consistent his obedience ! How 
much brighter his example ! No other age surely 
can follow upon such a youth. A fair and cloudless 
sunset must close a day which dawned so brightly. 

Already, indeed, have we beheld him taking 
Naamah, an Ammonitess, for his wife, and forming 
an affinity with an Egyptian princess. But thia 
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could not have prepared us for so melancholy a 
sequel as is recorded 1 Kings, xi, verifying but too 
truly the assertion of Bishop Hall that " Since the 
first man, Adam, the world hath not yielded, either 
so great an example of wisdom, or so fearful an exam- 
ple of apostacy, as Solomon." " But king Solomon 
loved many strange women, together with the 
daughter of Pharaoh, women of the Moabites, 
Ammonites, Edomites, Zidonians, and Hittites ; of 
the nations concerning which the Lord said unto 
the children of Israel, Ye shall not go in to them, 
neither shall they come in unto you : for surely they 
will turn away your heart after their gods : Solomon 
clave unto these in love. And he had seven hun- 
dred wives, princesses, and three hundred concu- 
bines : and his wives turned away his heart. For it 
came to pass, when Solomon was old, that his wives 
turned away his heart after other gods: and his 
heart was not perfect with the Lord his God, as was 
the heart of David his father. For Solomon went 
after Ashtoreth, the goddess of the Zidonians, and 
after Milcom the abomination of the Ammonites. 
And Solomon did evil in the sight of the Lord, and 
went not fully after the Lord, as did David his 
father. Then did Solomon" — Solomon, the builder 
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of the temple on Mount Zion, earth's first temple to 
the one true God ! — " build an high place for Che- 
mosh, the abomination of Moab, in the hill that is 
before Jerusalem, and for Molech, the abomination 
of the children of Ammon. And likewise did he for 
all his strange wives, which burnt incense and sacri- 
fice unto their gods." Then follow sin's evil and 
bitter fruits — the denunciation of the divine dis- 
pleasure, in the rending of the ten tribes from his 
son and successor, Behoboam : acccompanied by his 
gracious and covenant-keeping God with the reserve 
of one portion of the kingdom, for David's sake and 
for Jerusalem's sake, which He had chosen. And 
the chapter closes his history by the enumeration of 
his adversaries, Hadad, Bezon, and Jeroboam, whom 
his offended God raised up as the ministering instru- 
ment of His chastisements. 

Two appearances of his Gtod had been vouchsafed 
to him in Gibeon ; the first on his accession ; the 
second on the completion of the temple. Once had 
the language been, " Ask what I shall give thee ;" 
a second time, " I have heard thy prayer and thy 
supplication that thou hast made before me: I have 
hallowed this house which thou hast built, to put 
my name there for ever ; and Triixv"& «^^^ ^BsA^sssssa 
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heart shall be there perpetually.*' But now how 
changed the language! The Lord appears in anger — 
2i father* 8 anger — ^to chastise: " I will surely rend the 
kingdom from thee ! " Sin's cup had been sweet in 
the drinking. Such were its bitter dregs — ^a gracious 
God offended; his kingdom rent; adyersaries and 
troublers multiplied. Thus was sin in its entrance 
into our world — subtle in its progress, sweet in its 
enjoyment, bitter in its fruits ! Thus in Eden were 
the tempter's advances subtle ; and " the tree was 
pleasant to the eyes, and good for food, and a tree 
to be desired to make one wise." But it brought 
the curse ! 

Observe, first, in reference to the mournful sin of 
Solomon — that love for outlandish women which was 
the parent sin of his idolatry — ^that it was in flat 
rebellion to the very letter of Grod's written Word — 
and to a portion of that Word which should have been 
especially the king's manual, which each monarch of 
Israel should have graven on his hands and bound 
as a frontlet between his eyes. In Deuteronomy 
(xvii, 14, &c.) we read that Israel's desire in 
after times to set a king over them had been fore- 
seen and provided for by Jehovah. And both a rule 
for his election and rules for his conduct were given. 
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Among them, not only the prohibition against mul- 
tiplying horses, which, in our last lecture, we found 
Solomon transgressing, but further — " NeitJier shall 
he multiply wives to himself^ that his heart turn not 
away^ Upon how omniscient a knowledge of the» 
human heart are the Bible's precepts and prohibi- 
tions based! The multiplication of wives, said 
those oracles, would be but the step to idolatrous 
apostacy. Solomon loved many strange women, and 
they turned aside his heart. 

. We enter not now upon the general question of 
polygamy, the toleration of which, under the Old 
Testament dispensation, forms a strong point of 
contrast between that dispensation and the GrospeL 
In the beginning it was not so ; under the Grospel 
it is absolutely forbidden. The irreverent scoffer 
finds in it subjects for his unholy gibes ; the unbri- 
dled sensualist a justification of his foul excesses. 
The disciple of the holy Jesus, sanctified by the 
Holy Ghost, while he cannot fully understand even 
its toleration by God under the former dispensation, 
knows himself to be called to a purer morality, a 
more self-denying standard. 

But the case of Solomon presents a fearful 
instance of flat rebellion against the divine commaxiLd.. 



92 LENT LECTURES. 

And the very next yerse of the passage just 
referred to, a passage which, I have said, should 
have been the daQy manual of a pioos king of Israel, 
contains a diyine provision against the monarch's 
ignorance or forgetfnlness of this or any other por- 
tion of Gt>d's law : '' And it shall be, when he sitteth 
upon the throne of his kingdom, that he shall write 
him a copy of this law in a book out of that which 
is before the priests the Levites : and it shall be 
with him, and he shall read therein all the days of 
his life : that he may learn to fear the Lord his God, 
to keep all the words of this law and these statutes, 
to do them.'* Doubtless this precept had been 
obeyed by Solomon in his ytmth. But where now 
was that copy of the law of the Lord his Gk)d ? Can 
it be that it was read daily ? How must these words 
have fallen upon the monarch's ears, amid his concu- 
bines and idolatries — '' Neither shall he multiply 
wives unto himself, that his heart turn not a/way V^ 
Or if read, how fearful was the hardening, blinding, 
power of sin within his apostate heart ! 

We too have the volume of God's written law to 
be our daily rule, our lamp, our sword. Many 
among us feel that we must give up either our 
Bibles or our sins. For, as we o^en them, every 



SOLOMON. 93 

page condemns us, by some neglected duty enjoined, 
some cherished practice forbidden. " It is torittefiy^ 
and that which is written rebukes us. The Bible is 
laid aside, and we rid ourselves of the unwelcome 
monitor, and sear our consciences, and yield up our- 
selves to the forbidden delights, the vain pleasures 
of the world, and sin. Or — yet more fearful case — 
the Bible is daily read, yet daily disobeyed. " It is 
written^^ and we read but do not apply ^ the writing. 
Its principles, its precepts, its prohibitions — perhaps 
in their very letter, yet oftener in their spirit, are 
pointed at us ; yet so marvellous is the treachery of 
our own hearts, so blinding the infatuating pow^r 
of sin, that we rise up from our formal reading to 
indulge in the very habits and tempers which 
the law condemns! And whereas, in another's 
case, the inconsistency of such a habit or temper 
or practice with God's law would be seen clearly 
and unhesitatingly denounced, in our own case, by 
some process of sophistry, it is extenuated or even 
justified. 

But observe, further, that the apostacy of Solomon 
did not hegvn hy idolatry. The multiplication of 
wives had been condemned in the divine law now 
cited, not simply in itself^ but as TiL^obi\\s% ^iSw^ 
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further peril of idolatry : " His wives turned away 
his heart'' — " outlandish women" caused him to sin. 
Fatal progress of sin ! Crafty policy of the tempter ! 
To have allured Solomon to idolatry by direct tempta- 
tion had doubtless failed. Yet were instruments 
found to bring about this end. How had Solomon 
in that hour when he dedicated with solemn prayer 
and countless sacrifices the temple he had upreared — 
when he bowed himself on his knees and spread forth 
his hands to the one great and true Jehovah, his 
own his people's and his father's God — ^how had he 
revolted with horror from the thought that he who 
had delighted to uprear this temple should one day, 
even " in the hill that is before Jerusalem," build 
" an high place for Chemosh, the abomination of 
Moab," " and for Molech, the abomination of the 
children of Ammon ! " 

The policy and the arts of Satan are unchanged. 
And in nothing is the depth of his devices more dis- 
played than in the means whereby he lures man on 
to heights of sin and draws him into devious paths 
of foUy — a David to murder and a Solomon to idol- 
atry — crimes from which they had shrunk with hor- 
ror had they been proposed to them at once and 
without disguise. Some fair allurement, some 
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attractive temptation, is employed ; and when the 
sinner at his height of crime, the believer in some 
mournful declension, looks back upon the path 
along which he has been lured so stealthily, and 
traces up the mournful history from the first delusion 
to the last, he stands amazed at his own infatuation, 
at sin's deceitfulness, and " the wiles of the devil." 

But again. The sins of Solomon were the sins of 
his riper age : " It came to pass, when he wets old" — 
old not in years only, but in God's service. At 
twenty he had served God with all his heart; he 
declines from God when verging on threescore. 

Age should be wiser than youth. Our last days 
should be our best days. Yet is it not always, not 
necessarily, thus. Neither natural nor spiritual old 
age brings with it exemption from the assaults and 
machinations of the tempter, nor from the corruption 
of our own deceitful hearts. To how many among 
us, not Christians advanced in years only, but to 
such as have long walked with God, does the 
sad story of Solomon's declensions come home 
in solemn warning. Fast progress and attainments, 
the consistent discipleship of years, must not be 
your reliance. You may have been victorious in 
many a fierce conflict ; may have eac&T^ed YasasK?^ ^ 



96 LENT LECTUBES. 

snare ; may have been preserved from bringing dis- 
credit upon the Gospel by direct and open declen- 
sion. But dream not for a moment tbat there lurks 
no remnant of the old man within you, nor that Satan 
has finally retired from you in despair, to concen- 
trate all his energies upon younger and weaker 
saints. Not seldom does a gracious and allwise Qtod 
reserve His sharpest trials — ^the devil his most fiery 
darts and fiercest onsets — for the believer's latest 
years. There may be yet before you, after past 
years of warfare, not confiicts only, but fiercest con- 
flicts ; not siftings only, but closer siftings than you 
have yet known. 

It is well worthy of your notice, that not a few of 
the mournful falls of God*s saints recorded for your 
warning in sacred scripture were the sins, if not of 
old age, yet of riper years. Thus was it with the 
unadvised words of Moses ; with the crimes of 
David ; with the carnal confidence of Asa ; vnth the 
ostentation of Hezekiah ; with the idolatry of Solo- 
mon. Did ye early learn then, beloved, to distrust 
your own deceitful hearts? Distrust them still. 
Was " Watch unto prayer" among the first lessons 
of your spiritual infancy ? We reiterate it affection- 
ately this day to the ripest saint. Did ye take unto 
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you " the whole armour of Grod" in the very hour of 
your enlistment ? Te veterans of the cross ! take 
not that armour off. Never till your final triumph 
in death be the psalmist's prayer discarded — " Hold 
thou me up, and I shall be safe!" the apostle's 
warning unheeded, " Let him that thinketh he 
standeth take heed lest he fall !" 

In my last lecture our subject was " Solomon in 
all his glory ;^^ this morning Solomon in his sin. 
The subjects stand in contrast. Consider a moment. 
Is there no connection between them ? We then 
considered that glory in its emptiness. Do we 
not now see its danger ? " Judah and Israel were 
many .... eating and drinking and making 
merry" — their monarch at the height of regal 
majesty ; his court full of pomp, his palace full of 
luxury. Was there no preparative in all this for 
the corruption both of monarch and people which 
soon followed ? Was not Hezekiah safer spiritually 
— his faith more in exercise — ^his prayers more fer- 
vent — when Eabshakeh and Sennacherib's hosts were 
encamped about Jerusalem — or again when he was 
drawing nigh to the gates of the grave, than when, 
in peace and safety, he displayed his riches to the 
messengers of the king of Babylon ? Thus, brethren^ 
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is it ever with God's people. Their times of tempo- 
ral ease or wealth are their times of spiritual dan- 
ger. The excessive enjoyment of creature comforts, 
though these comforts be harmless in themselves, 
is a snare to our earth bound hearts. I have not 
forgotten that to Solomon they were originally 
designed as marlcs of Ood's special favour ; that by 
them he was rewarded for his wise choice of wis- 
dom. So too to us, beloved, they may come in our 
heavenly Father's providence, without the employ- 
ment of unlawful means, without excessive desires 
on our part — ample fortunes, or competency, happy 
homes, healthful children, a table daily spread with 
mercies, successful schemes, flourishing business. 
All may awhile go smoothly with us. But " it takes 
a steady hand to carry a full cup even." And 
though G-od designs not his mercies as snares, they 
are yet trials. Yes, G-od's trials are mercies, and 
G-od's mercies trials. . And when the world, in common 
phrase, is going well with us, we should walk with 
redoubled watchfulness. And God's temporal mer- 
cies must be iised tremblingly, for such mercies 
bring responsibility. Then must we beware of spi- 
ritual idolatry. And as we cling to earth's loved 
ones, and drink our Bweet c\r^ o^ da^Ly mercy, and 
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our food is pleasant, and our sleep sweet, and our 
burden light, let us ask of the Giver of all our mer- 
cies this crowning blessing — ^grace to receive them 
thankfully, to enjoy them moderately, to use them 
to His glory. Let us take heed that the spirit of 
the piLgrim and the sojourner be not lost, the spiritu- 
ality of our affections ^Logged, " the fountain of liv- 
ing waters forsaken." " Little children, keep your- 
selves from idols" — " Li all time ofowr wealthy good 
Lord, deliver us !" 

We have thus considered the sin of Solomon in 
several points of detail. Consider it, brethren, yet 
a moment in connection with his wisdom — as the 
sin of the vrisest of men. Can lesson be more 
instructive? Can evidence be stronger or more 
humbling of the weakfulness and the deceitfulness 
of man's poor heart — of the heart even of the true 
ehUd of G-od when unsupported, unrestrained by 
divine grace P That heart it is that needs watching 
and safekeeping. The wisdom given to Solomon 
was more than mere intellectual wisdom — ^it was a 
wisdom comprehending the fear of the Lord. 
Yet he fell. Eead his Proverbs. As you read 
the solemn warnings, the heavenly exhortations, of 
which he was the inspired penmaa^ coivt^«&t ^Vv<b\s^ 

»OLoafojr. 'San. 



100 LENT L£CTUB£S. 

with his own mourDful story — affording as it does, 
in his own case and person, the most lamentable 
exhibition of spiritual follj and defection. And 
learn thence that against unbridled affections and 
unmortified passions — agamst an unkept and an 
uncrucified heart — no knowledge, no profession, will 
suffice ; no obligations prevail, no considerations 
restrain. Allow an evil temper, indulge a sinful 
desire, with the self-lulling pretext that it is only in 
your heart, and you cherish the accursed thing, you 
nurture a seed within you which must, sooner or 
later, break forth and bear bitter fruiti 

The Word of God adds no further record of the 
reign of Solomon than the declaration of the divine 
displeasure already adverted to. "What ! you say, 
no record of his repentance and recovery? No 
Nathan to rebuke P No fifty-first Psalm to declare 
his penitence? No confession, "I have sinned 
against the Lord?" No assurance, " The Lord 
hath put away thy sin ?" None. Divines indeed 
have clung to the idea thal^ the book of Ecclesiastes 
was the inspired product of his closing days, and 
that it is to be regarded as the evidence of his 
repentance. This however, though far from impro- 
bable, ia but conjecture, la it WietsL wl irreverent 
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and over curioufl inquiry, in the absence of aU 
positiTe scriptural statement, Was Solomon's apos- 
taoy ^«flZ— did he " draw back unto perdition?" 
Surely none of us can close his history without such 
an inquiry. And if I venture to answer it, it is with 
no desire to be wise above what is written ; from no 
unwillingness to leave what God may have left unde- 
termined. But I believe that we have sure ground 
for determining this inquiry. I cannot conceal from 
myself that my answer may surprise some who 
hear me. But while I have in no wise extenuated 
Solomon's sins— from his marriage with Naamah 
to his heinous idolatries, I cannot believe that 
his apostacy was final. From his mother's womb 
he was beloved of the Lord — ^the Lord vouchsafed 
to be a father to him. He proved a rebellious child ; 
and GK)d chastised him. But the Lord, writes the 
psalmist, '* restoreth his people's souls." His love 
to them is unchangeable and eternal. And while 
the holy patriot Nehemiah adduces the example of 
his sin in solemn warning to the Jews of an after 
day, who " had married wives of Ashdod, of Ammon, 
and of Moab," he speaks of it rather as a mournful 
declension than as a final apostacy. 

The objection at once ariaea vsl \sas^ ^^ ^^ss^ 
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that such a view must open a dangerous door 
to licentiousness. The doctrines of grace — even 
justification by faith in an apostle's mouth — ^are lia- 
ble to abuse. But let me not be misunderstood on 
a point so vital. I reject as utterly unscriptural, 
and even blasphemous, the thought that the sins of 
Solomon were or could be regarded by the High 
and Holy One otherwise than with abhorrence. I 
repudiate utterly the supposition that God did not 
see them, or that because they were Solomon's sins 
they were less sinful. Bather do the simple words 
of the inspired historian declare their peculiar aggra- 
vation in the touching record — " His heart was 
turned away &om the Lord his God, which had 
appeared unto him twice" I suppose Solomon to 
have been saved not in his sin, but upon the distinct 
supposition of his having been brought back, as was 
David his father, in sincere and humble penitence. 
And if I thought that one professing Christian here 
were in danger of abusing the case of Solomon thus 
stated, by falling back upon the thought — not 
acknowledged perhaps, but cherished secretly in his 
heart — After all, my inconsistencies and infirmities 
are not so bad as were Solomon's ; and though I am 
now Binning, yet, aa 1 \)eAie\e m^^fe\£ to be one of 
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God's elect, Q-od will never suffer me finally to fall 
away and perish. To such an one I would say, You 
are no child of God — as yet you have no evidence 
of your election. You are perverting a deep and 
holy doctrine to your soul's ruin. But such an 
abuse of those doctrines — ^the precious truths of the 
unchangeableness of God's sovereign love and His 
final preservation of His chosen — should no more 
shake the faith of the true believer in them than the 
hateful perversion of Antinomianism should make us 
reject as unfavourable to true practical morality the 
blessed truth " that a man is justified by faith with- 
out the deeds of the law." 

, With far other feelings will the devout Christian, 
sanctified by the spirit of holiness, peruse the mourn- 
ful story of Solomon's fall. The very silence of God's 
Word will be deemed to be of solemn significancy. 
And this, at least, will he feel to be the bearing of 
the history upon himself : " It is good for us," 
writes Bishop Hall, '' that he was both taken and 
delivered ; taken, that we might not presume ; 
and that we might not despair, delivered. He 
sinned, that we might not sin; he recovered, 
that we might not sink under our sin." He will 
bless God that, in the knowledge of Hi& '^'^w'^''?^ 
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weakness, He has made provision in the covenant 
promises of His grace riot only for the returning 
sinner, but for the backslider ; not for the rebel only, 
as he first throws down the arms of his rebellion, 
but for His erring and repentant child — " I will heal 
their backsliding, I will love them freely : for mine 
anger is turned away from him,^* And if there be 
among us but one erring child of this gracious 
Father, against whom the cruel onsets or the subtle 
snares of the tempter have prevailed but too success- 
fully — if from some slight declension in the closet, 
some slight trifling with conscience, some one 
departure from the divine commandments, he has 
lured you on to sins which have grieved your Father, 
your Saviour, your Sanctifier — your only safety, 
beloved, is in immediate return to a Father's arms 
and a Saviour's cross. Come with the sacrifice of 
a broken and contrite spirit — come to the cleans- 
ing fountain of your Eedeemer's blood — come, as 
casting yourself upon the Spirit's might — come, as 
tearing from your heart the accursed thing — come 
with the psalmist's prayer — " I have gone astray 
like a lost sheep : seek thy servant ; for I do not 
forget thy commandments ! " 
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THE EOMANIZEES : an Examination of those Grounds 

of Dissatisfaction with the Church of England which have led and 
are leading some of our Clergy and Laity to join the Church of 
Bome. Price Is. 



BY THB REV. JOHN C. MILLER. 

.THE Spiritual Despotism of Borne Eepugnant to the 

Word of God and Fatal to Christiaii Liberty : being No. IV, of 
the Brighton Protestant Lectures, Price 2d. 

THE aiory of Christ in the Headship of His Church : 
a Sermon preached at the re-opening of St. Martin's Church, 
Leicester, Price Is. 

HEADS AND HEAETS: a Lecture delivered before 

the Toung Men's Christian Association, in the Town Hall, Bir- 
mingham, March 9, 1852. Price 8d. 

JOSHUA : a course of Lent Lectures : price 3s., neat 
cloth boards. 

"WELL" or "Woe:" Which? Plain and Earnest 

Words for Souls Safe and Souls in Danger. Price Id., or 7s. per 
hundred. 

" ESCAPE for thy Life :" Plain and Earnest Words for 
Souls in Danger. Price Id., or 7s. per hundred. 

WHEAT EAES : or Eagged School Eirst Fruits. Price 

2d., or lOs. per hundred. 



LONDON: T. HATCHABD, PICCADILLY. 

HIRMIXGHAM: BEKJ^mm HXV.li, HIGH STREET. 
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